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CHAP!ER I 
A SURVEY OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED 
CHAPTER I 
A SURVEY OJ! THE MENTALLY ~T.ARDED 
1. Purpose and Scope 
Purpose.-- This study endeavors to ascertain ~t soeial, 
economic, and vocational ad3ustments have been made by one 
hundred and four boys who were enrolled as specsial claa.s pupil 
at Salam in Maasacbuaetta from September,l936 to June,l946. 
The ad~ustmenta, or malad~ustments, of this representa-
tive number may help to determine the advantages or dis-
advantages of segregation; also, whether or not it is possible 
adequately to prepare these children tn school and equip them 
with sufficient knoWledge aDd work habits eo that they lD87 
be able to take their place in society. 
Completely ineducable chi~~en are oomp~atively few. 
. ~ ~ 
J'or, according to Winterbourn, Hollingsworth, et a1, it is 
estimated that from 2 per cent to 6 per cent of a ~uvenile 
popUlation are mentally retarded. Winterbourn further says 
that there are no sharp linea of demarcation and that they 
shoUld be given equal opportunity for education though not 
the same kind. 
¥e. Ralph Win'terbourn, Educating the :Backward Children in New 
ealand, NeW Zealand 00UJl.O{l for-nuoat{on81 fiesearch , -yg44," 
PP• 2•12. . 
!/ Leta s. Hollingaworth, The Psychology of Subnormal 
Children, The Macmillan CoiP&n7, lew York :-19a'1, pp. 90•91. 
Scope.--The ten-year period, 1936 to 1946, was selected 
because (1) it covers two economic eras, and (2) June, 1946 
terminated the last complete school year o:f the existence o:f 
the Center School and of complete segregation in salem. 
2. History of the Rise o:f Spe~1al Classes 
In Europe.--Tbroughout the ages in the past :feebleminded-
ness and mental retardation have been known to exi at and 1 t 
is probable they always will~-to some degree at least. During 
the early part of the seventeenth century institutional care 
was :first given by st. Vincent de Paul (1576-1660) and the 
Daughters of Charity in Paris. The :first systematic train-
ing began with Dr. Seguin when he established a school in 
Paris in 1837. Special classes in public schools were sug-
gested by Stotsen in Leipsic in 1863. 
In 1898 Montessori furthered Seguin's work and estab-
lished a school :for teachers. Attention was first given to 
the muscular system, then to the nervous system, and lastly 
to the mental pr·ooesa. 
In America.-- Institutions :for the :feebleminded started 
in the United States in 1851 in Barre, Massachusetts and in 
Syraause, Wew York. Special classes in public schools were 
suggested by Professor August Shanck in 1878. 
Research shows that the number o:f special classes in 
Boston increased :from one in 1878 to one hundred and forty-
six tn 1937. Tbis :followed an outgrowth of the ungraded 
classes established in 1660 fol1owing the passage of a com-
pulsory-attendance school law passed in 1863. 
In 1919 the Massachusetts State Legislature passed a 
law which stated that any city or town having ten or more 
pupils three years or more retarded in mental development 
sha11 establish a special class or classes. This 1aw was 
amended in 1922 and again in 1931. It is now known a.s 
Chapter 71, Section 46 of the General Laws. 
3. Special Class Education in Salem 
. 1/ . . 
Inception.-- The Report-of the salem School Oommtttee 
for the year 1913 lists three ungraded classes and the Re-
!/ port of 1914 lists four w1 th twenty pupils in each. ~hese 
classes were held in those particular buildings where a suf-
ficient number of pupils warranted having such classes. 
- . 3/ 
In September 1921 the S&lem School Board-caused to be 
established a central school to be known as the Opportunit.y 
School for the benefit of children three years or more re-
tarded. This was in keeping with later philosophies. 
4/ . 
Wbipple believes that segregation when properly carried 
out is more advantageous. There is much in the regular course 
1/ Report of the Salem School Oo~ttee for the Year 1913. 
!/ Report of the Salem School Committee for the Year 191.4. 
!/Annual Report of the Superintendent of Schools to the School 
Committee, 1921. 
4/ Helen D. Whipple, l!laking Citizens of the :MentalM Limited, 
PUblic School Publishing Company, Bloomington, Ill ois,l927, 
PP• 3-4. 
3 
of study which is not needed in special class. Special class 
pupils have to be taught a long list of facts which normal 
pupils can get for themselves. y 
Lee and Lee seem to be in favor of segregation. They say: 
"Putting a slow child in a situation where he is 
expected to compete on an equal basis with normal 
children is minimising his cbance for eucoesshl 
development. Continually to expect of him that 
which he is not capable of producing is to under-
m±ne his entire personality." 
Then, too, such a child to be placed in the same class 
as normals frequently creates difficult problems for all con-
cerned. 
"Studies of undesirable behavior among pupils show 
that there is a tendency for disciplinary problems 
to be concentrated among retarded children who are 
not given the special educational help that they 
need." 2/ 
Location and organization.-- The Opportunity School was 
housed in the Administration Building on the second and third 
floors. There were six classes. Individual instruction was 
given along academic lines. There was daily participation in 
various manual activities such as basketry, sewing and wood-
working. Later there was a radio workshop, eoursea in shoe 
1 3/1 
shine, shoe repair, home repair, caning, and weaving. Whipple 1 
1/ J. Murray Lee and Doris M. Lee, The Child and his Curric-
ulum, D.Appleton-Century-c.,ofts Oompaii'y, New f0rk:-t'950, p. 
!n'6. . 
' 2/ , A Guide to OurricultUD Ad,ustment for Mentally 
Retarde.d Pui£:s7 united:States Office o Eduoatfoii";' Washing-
ton, D.c., letin 1936, Number 11, P• 11. 
3/ Whipple, ~· cit., P• 7. 
4 
supports this arrangement in stating "The nearer the presenta 
tion approaches conditions of , daily life the more effective 
the learning is likely to be." 
. !I 
So also does Goddard when he says that everything is 
abstract to them that does not enter into their daily life 
and experience. 
The varied occupations offered, though limited, were 
especially ~elpful to the thirteen to sixteen year olds. 
This is the age when occupational skills are needed. 
"Adolescence ~a the time for emphasizing occupa-
tional skills. It is the time when ideas of 
service gather strength. Adolescents of border-
line or moron level of intelligence have always 
had the right to OPPiljtuni ties for training in 
these directions." !J 
A harmonica band was organized and functioned for a 
time. Some , of the children who had talent were put on 
amateur radio programs. There were morning assemblies 
during which community singing was had. Once a week during 
these morning assemblies an amateur hour was held in which 
members from each class performed according to their talents. 
In 1940 a lunch program was started. This afforded the 
pupils the opportunity to have hot lunches. The cost to the 
pupil was very small (20¢ a week). This was made possible 
1/ Henry H. Goddard, School Traininl of Defective Children, 
¥he· World Book Company, YoriKers-on" n!ion, lew York, 1923, 
PP• '7-12. 
2/ , "Educational Provisions for MentallY Deficient 
Adolescents," A Symposium, American Journal of Mental De-
ficiency,(July, 1942), 4'7:'79-95. -- --
5 
through state reimbursement and the use of Government surplus 
commodities. Many who did not eat until after 1:30 or who 
brought the same kind o:f lunch every day were able to have 
a balanced diet. 
!hie program served a twofold purpose - while the pupi ls 
were able to have hot lunches, it afforded an opportunity to 
give the girls :first h$nd experienoe in domestic ecience. 
The boys, too, shared this experience. Each class had its 
turn in cleaning up. This gave them some lunch-room and 
restaurant experience in washing and drying dishes, disposing 
of re:ruse and orderliness and cleanliness. It also taught 
them responsibility and co-operation for each had certain 
duties to perform. 
1/ 
Inskeep agrees with this when she says, 
"Industry, orderliness, self-respect, politeness, 
knowing when to begin a piece of work, when to 
stop, as well as academic training and hand work, 
all have their place in preparing the child to get 
and hold a job." 
. . 2/ 
And in a work compiled by »artens, 
"If the child of limited mentalit.y is to become 
an adul. t Who lives in his community with some 
measure of self-reliance and self-respect, then 
he must be given every oppor tunity for continuous 
practice of those qualities during his formative 
years," 
1/ Annie D. Inskeep, Teaching Dull and Retarded Children, 
'!"he Macmillan Company, .lew Yor~9l6, P• 5. 
2/ Elise H. Martens (compiler),~ Activities for Mentally 
Retarded Children, A 83mposium., Uli!ted States Office of Edu-
cation, Washington, D.C., 1933, P• 1. 
6 
Part-time employment.-- Boys who were old enoUgh to 
wor k and who coUld get a ~ob afternoons were allowed to leave 
school before the closing time of 1:30 P~M· The earliest 
time for such dismissal was llaOO A.M. This was an added 
incentive for those wishing to continue working afternoons 
to do their best in s chool. 
Flexibilitz of pro~am.-- The program was flexible 
enough to allow for individual differences. During the 
course of the year PuPils were advanced if they showed pro-
~ess. However, some were placed with the older group be-
cause of their size,or social maturity. Some because of 
personality traits were probably pseudo-feebleminded. These 
for the most part benefitted by special instruction and were 
!/ 
able to be returned to the grades. Gesell claims that the 
personality factor is important in estimating the outlook 
of problem pupils . 
Decline of school.-- During the closing year of the 
school many activities and varied courses carried on in the 
workshop were dropped. This followed the lack of sustained 
follow-through and trained personnel. Then, too, a few 
chosen pupils were allowed access to the workshop without 
supervision. They, 1n turn. allowed in others. 
1/ lrnoid Gesell, The Retarded Ohild;How to Help Him. Public 
School Publishing Company, Bioomfrigton, Ii1inois,~25, p.22. 
7 
Tools and supplies began to disappear, were broken or were 
abused so that finally there were very few tools to work 
with and these were not much good. 
Partly because of these conditions, the holding power 
over the pupils was lessened. Very few remained in school 
after they attained the minfmnm age of sixteen required by 
. y 
the Massachusetts State Law. Of this Faerber says : 
"Mortality is the greatest among pupils of lesser 
intellectual ability. Difficulty with or lack of 
interest in sch~ol subjects seems to be the fore-
most reason why pupils leave." 
and 
"The holding power which schools are able to ex-
ercise over low-ability pupils seems to be directly 
proportional to the extent to which appropriate pro- B/ 
visions are made for these pupils." -
Change of name.-- The name of the Opportunity School 
was changed to that of the Center School in 1927. It re-
mained known as such until 1947 when special classes were 
decentralized. This was brought about partly because of 
the stigma that was being attached to the children and partly 
to conform to the school of thought which claims these ohil-
~/ dren should be with normals as much ae possible. Ingram 
feels that they should be made to consider themselves a part 
1/ (Brother) Louis J. Faerber, Provisions for Low Ability 
'!Upils in catholic Hi*h Schools, The Catholic Unrversitj' of 
America:'rashington, .e., 1948, P• 135. 
2/ Loc. oit. 
3/ Christine F. Ingram,Education of the Slow-Learning Child, 
World Book Company,Yonkers-on-Hidson,N.Y., c.i936, p. 47. 
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of the school and to participate with normals wherever they 
are able to do so. 
Pupil selection.-- Children who ~ailed repeatedly or 
were doing so poGrly in school because the regular program 
was inadequate to fit their needs were recommended for test-
ing. These children wore then tested by the Walter E. 
Fernald Traveling School Olini~ which came to Salem at least 
once a year. Selection for Special Class was then made upon 
their recommendation. 
However, there were times when this procedure was not 
always followea. Some were placed in special class the I.Q. 
!I being used as a criterion. To. this method Kanner says," An 
isolated I.Q. gives an incomplete picture and can often be 
misleading." 
Others were recommended for special class because of 
disoiplinar,v difficUlties. ~e Special Class appeared, then, 
to be evolving into a stepping stone to correctional institu-
tions--a threat to hold over children in the regular grades 
if they did not behave. It was becoming ~ d1m1ping ground 
for undesirables. 
4. Justification 
Public opinion.-- To some of the public, though a small 
minority yet enough to get pu.blioitJ', and to some of the 
!/Leo Kanner, "Feeblemindedness~ Absolute, Relative, and 
Apparent," ~Nervous Child(October, 1948) 7:365-397. 
9 
school personnel the Center School was but a place to keep 
these children off the streets. This view, together with 
the overloading of disciplinary problemsi~eatly hampered 
the work of the special class. Schwartz-says, 
"The adjustment of those students who are 
assigned to the special room woUld be more 
easily and efficiently effected if the reg-
ular teachers would not regard it as a 
dumping grotm.d for misfits and troublemakers~~ 
The philosophy of special olass is not unlike that of 
the regular grades. It is to help him develop to the fullest 
extent of his oapaeities so that he mD"" be an asset to the 
- - ._ !I 
community and a satisfaction to himself. Inskeep claims 
the same goals as for normals • • • "the training of sel f-
controlled, self- supporting citizens." 
!I 
_ Whipple gives s~x principles for - special class: 
1. The nature and the scope of the curriculum 
should be conditioned by the mental capacity 
of the child. 
2. The selection of subjeot matter must be 
determined by ita usefulness. 
3. Other things being equal, that material 
is to be preferred for the curriculum 
which meets a present need of the pupil 
and appeals strongly to his interests. 
' 4. The materials of the curriculum should be 
olosely related to the environment and 
experiences of the ohild. 
!1 Ruth Scbiar~z, "The Speoial Teacher Has Her Say," Journal 
of Exoeptiona1 Children (Ootober, 1943) 10;27. 
!/Inskeep, !2• cit., P• 2. 
3/ Whipple, ~· oit., PP• '1-12. 
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5. The materials of the curriculum should 
in eo far as possible be presented as 
a closely integrated whole, not as iso~ 
lated blocks of information. (Learning 
should be in connection with situations 
approximating those he is likely to 
conquer in life). 
6. The curriculum should not be limited 
to a series of texts, topics, or division 
of instruction. but should be thought of 
as embracing a. large body of habits and 
attitudes * which, though they cannot be 
taught formally, are of the utmost im-
portance in the education of the child. 
To a considerable degree, success in life is as much 
dependent t1,POn certain .attitudes and babits as it is upon 
a stock of ideas of information. 
Need for follow-up studies.-- The mentally retarded 
child who needs the most that guidance has to offer gets 
the least attention. The only guidance they receive is 
what is embodied ~ the regular special class program. 
In speaking of the after-care of these children, !I ' . 
Winterbourn says, 
"Very little has been done for special class 
leavers except for the voluntary efforts of a 
few of the teachers. Here again the Wew Zealand 
Educational Institute appears to have been the 
"first to interest itself ••• In 19-26 the Insti-
tute suggested that Cd. Welfare Officer should 
assist in preventing -undue delay in entry into 
work. And four years later these officers were 
:instructed to get in touch with all special 
classes in their district for the purpose of 
giving assistance with anti-social pupils and 
with after-care, including vocational guidance 
and placemen'tl." 
1/ Winterb ourn , .2R.!, .ill.:. , p. 49 • 
11 
1/ 
Kanner- feels that many communities fail to interest 
themselves in the retarded child for he says, 
"The relatively feebleminded or intellectually 
inadequate require adjustment and guidance. 
Many--far too many--communities still fail to 
heed these requirements. There is still much 
room for ~provement of educational and voca-
tional facilities everywhere." 
How much assistance they have been given can, in a large 
measure, be adjudged by what they are doing or have been do-
ing since leaving school. y . ·-
White says that by evaluating the past program by wbat 
the child is doing now, a program may be set up which. might 
better suit his needs. y 
Follow-up studies ~re advocated by T.rax:ter in Chapter 
16 ' of his book, for by suoh one may be able to evaluate the 
program and to determine possible nee!ed improvements. 
1/ Kanner, .2.E.• cit., p. 29. 
!/ Mary s. White, "Educating the Exceptional Child.," l!fational 
Elementart. Principle," (l!'ebruary,l948} 27:35-42. 
I 
3/ Arthur E. Traxler, Teclmuues of Guidance, Harper and 
lrrothers, New York, 1945, c pter~s. 
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RIVIEW OF !HI LITERA!URE 
1. Purpose and Scope 
In revieWing follew-up studies, both past and present, 
it may be noted what advancement has been made in dealing 
with the retarded child. As history is a record of the 
past, a monitor of the present, and a guide to the future, 
so, too, are these studies in reference to improving the 
haJidling of the problems of the retarded child. By com-
paring the findings of present studies with those of past 
studies a program could be de-vised which would be to the 
utmost advantage of the retarded child. 
2. Paet Studies, 1916 - 1930 y 
In 1916 the late Walter E. Fernald,M.D., did a follow-
up stu~ of 646 mentally retarded cases, 470 males, and 176 
females, which covered a twenty-five year period from 1890 -
1914. Of the 4VG males, 28 were earning a goed living with-
out supervision, eight ran awa7 from the school, others want 
on trial. The tJ'pe of work engaged in was teamster, ele-
vator man, city la~orer, factory worker, farm laborer, soda 
clerk, tinsmith, carpenter, vainter, chauffeur, and machinist. 
!{Waiter E. Fernald, M.D., "After-Care Study of the Patients 
;soharged from Waverley for a· Period of TWenty-five Years," 
Ungraded, (November ,1919), 5:25-31. · 
One was in business for himself as a sign painter. 1lan7 
were following occupations learned at the school. 
Thirteen men married and were doing ver.y well with 
the exception of two who were sentenced to the Reformatory 
for laree!lY'• There were 12 children involved i:n these mar-
riages and to the investigator none of them seemed abnormal. 
The men for the most part married women above their mental 
status. Thts was also true of the women dischargeea who 
married. 
Eight.f•six were steadily working for wages, living at 
home, closely supervised by relatives. Sevent,y-seven of 
very low grade worked at home for no wages. Fifty-nine of 
idiot and i!Dbecile grade, unable to do &ll1' work, were living 
at home --the families able and desirous of taking care of 
them. Twenty-three had been arrested for orimes or mis-
demeanors, but had not been sentenced. seventy-five had 
been committed to penal, reformatory, or other institu-
tions. Sixty-eight were readmitted to the school because 
they could not get along outside. Fifty-four died. 
Of the '70 male oases, then, 260 were no serious menace 
to the community and seemed to be able to take their place 
again in Society. 
It ma;v be noted that more than half were able to get 
along in society. The jobs for the most part were unskilled 
or semi-skilled. Trades learned at the school were an asset 
to manJ in receiving employment. 
=-- ---=:-=..~ .:-:=-=-==..-- ·---. ---~- =--=- ---==- - ~ ---.-=-:---:: 
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From Part I of a report by Anderson and Fearing it 
was found that over half the delinquents do not have heal tby 
home conditions. only 3.1 per cent bad an intelligence 
quotient of 60 or under, while 13.9 per cen'\i had an intelli-
sence quotient of ~6 or under. 
"It Will be observed tbat marked inferiority of . 
intelligence is not an outstanding and important 
causative factor to be considered in these oases. 
Stxty-tbree per cent or approximately two out of 
every three pe!~ons had intelligence quotients 
over eighty." E.! 
In 89 per cent of the families it was found that other 
members of the family had shown evidence of one or more 
social maladjustments. 
This report states that the majority of the retarded 
group come from poor or maladjusted homes. 
!I Dr. Helen T. Woolley and Hornell Hart made a study 
of 1~' cases. Of these oases 8.5 per cent were in institu-
tions; 14., per cent at home never worked; 23.2 per cent 
at home but had previous work recorda; 6.2 per cent working 
for relatives; 42.9 per cent in industry gainfully employed; 
4.5 per cent in army and navy• It was found that those not 
11 Victor v~ Anderson and 1lora M. Fearing, The National 
Oommi ttee for Mental Hygiene. Report of the Menta1 B)'giene 
SUrvey of Cincinnati, Maj', 1922,1Seu-t I, pp. 1-13o. 
!/ ~·, P• 14. 
!/Helen !. Woolley and Hornell Hart, "•eebleminded Ex-
School Children," Helen s. Trounstine Foundation (April, 
1921)' 1:233-264. -
handicapped b7 character defects or personalit7 difficulties 
received more wagee and held 3obs for longer periods. The 
occupations engaged in were not limited to odd jobs for six 
were in the building trades, eight were working as macb±nists 
twenty-seven were tn factories, and tbree were salesmen. 
Twenty-two and two tenths per cent of the group came in 
contact with correctional agencies. Of the homes 31.6 per 
oent were good and 41.2 per oent were poor and ver7 poor. 
sevent7 per cent of the oases were from families which had 
registration with social agencies in Cincinnati. In the 
poorest homes it was found that the children were further 
handicapped b7 personality and serious psychopathic condi-
tions where there were a great number of social maladjust-
menta. Home condi tiona have a direc.t bearing on the outcome 
of any child. ~is fact is noted in the conclusions of the 
report: 
"This stuq has led us to believe that mentally, 
defective ~arsons may be handled with success b7 
other than institutional measures. We have been 
im~ressed with the fact that those elements that 
go to make tor the failure or success of mental 
defectives in life are in no sense different from 
those elementa_1~ hat affect the lives of normal persons. " !I 
~is report further bears out the fact that many of 
the retarded group come trom poor or maladjusted homes. 
The report also shows that the occupations engaged in are 
not restricted to odd 3oba or unskilled labor. The greatest 
'!/Wooley and H&rt, .!!,!• ill· P• 126. 
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is said to be character defects or personalit.J. 
. !I In a stu<17 by Waterer out of 80 looked up, 41 or 50 
per cent are working for wages; nine or almost 10 per cent 
are under other instruction; 1'1, a little over 20 per cent, 
have moved, at least 10 having left the city. Only seven 
are definitely out of work and only five are loafing, five 
are married. The work engaged in is chiefly unskilled or 
17 
semi-skilled. _,_ 
In this study only 12 out of 80 cases studied are 
shown not to be engaged 1n any gainful endeavor. 
!I An interesting report is that of the ~ield Agents of 
the State Commission for Mental Defectives. This report was 
concerned with parentage and it showed that of 415 oases, 
'19.'1 per cent of the fathers and '18 per cent of the mothers 
were foreign born; 20.3 per cent of the fathers and 22 per 
oent of the mothers were American born. The chief foreign 
countries were Italy-- fathers 22.9 per cent, mothers 21.4 
per cent; Russia--fathers 18.3 per cent, mothers 19.3 per 
cent; Austria--fathers '1.'1 per cent, mothers '/.2 per oent; 
Germany--fathers 4.6 per cent, mothers, 4.8 per cent; 
Ireland-- fathers 3.4 par cent, mothers 3.5 per cent; 
l7 Ines Neterer, "A Follow-up Study of Special Class Pupils," 
'trngraded, (February, 1920), 5: 9'1-120. 
!/ . "Report of the ~ield Agents of the State Com-
mission for Mental Defectives, 1920-1921," Ungraded,(May, 
1922), '1:169-192. 
Hungsry--~athers 2.7 per cent, mothers 2.3 per cent; Poland--
fathers and mothers both 1.'1 per ~ent. 
Only 8 per cent of the oases had delinquent tendencies. 
Of the 89 emplo7ables four were in Skilled trades, 11 in 
semi-skilled, 30 in unskilled, and one in the Nav.r. 
At the time this study was made the majority of parents 
were found to be foreign born. The jobs were found to be 
chiefly of an unskilled or semi-Skilled nature. 
1L Mathews, formerly heal social worker at Waverle7 made 
a follow-up study of one hundred unseleoted boys. Of this 
number 9'1 had been living in the community trom ten months 
to five years, the average being two and one half years. 
Three had been returned to the school, 81 were working and 
sel~-supporting, five were living at home and attending 
school, ~our who were out of work because of hard times 
were at home under supervision, another was taking a govern-
ment course, and only two were social failures, having been 
sent to reform schools. !he wages for those having eight-
year minds ranged from $10 to ·128 a week. Their occupations 
included fire-tending in a roundhouse, repairing radiators 
in automobiles, nailing boxes in a chocolate factol'l", and 
farm and ~actory work. Those with nine-year minds received 
~bel A~ Ia thews, "One Hundred Ineti tutionally Tra~ed 
e Defectives in the Community under Supervision," Mental 
Hfgiene (1922), 6:332-342. 
-- =-·=-= 
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from $12 to $30 a week as assistant painters, machinists' 
helpers, elevator boys, glass packers, eto. Those With a 
mentalitJ' of ten years earned from $10 to $32 weekly. Among 
them are found team and truck drivers, canvasser, railroad 
employees, etc. The boys with mentalities over ten years 
made from $10 to 134 weekly at broom making, errand boy, 
painter, factory workers, etc. In SJeaking of the working 
characteristics of this group, Miss ltathewe sa7s that they 
seem to enJo7 the monoto117 of repetition, that the7 do what 
is retneated of them, and that they strive for approbation. 
This study helps to show that the retarded child with 
proper training ia eelf~sustaining and not a burden on 
Society. y 
In a surve7 by Halma it was found that those with 
mental ages of four and five made a fair showing in rope 
bra£ding. Those with mental agee of six and seven rated 
fair to good at rope braiding, freight bandling, brush and 
net making, la"Dlldr7 work, cinder handling, and the simplest 
of garden tasks, farm and lawn work. Seventeen out of 18 
with mental agea of eight were fair to good at domestic work. 
At brush mattng, net making, and mattress repairing they were 
100 pe·r cent good. Seventy-five per oent were good at chair 
1/ G.o. Hanna, Occupational Effioiencl of the Rental~ 
Defective, Bu.lletfil, December 30, 192 ,-wum'ber 515, Oolege 
of Eduoa \ion, Educe. tiona.l Monograph ll'tunber "', Uni verei ty 
of Minnesota, 2"1:1-43. 
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caning. TWenv-one of the 30 with mental ages of nine were 
good to fair at coal handling, domestic, rope, brush, net 
and chair making, freight, garden, farm, shoe repairing, 
dair;y work, and firing kitchen range. Practically all those 
with a mental age of ten were good, a few fair and none poor. 
The results in tbia survey seem to indicate that intelli-
gence teats carefully and Skillfully applied would consti-
tute an index to the efficiency that could be expected in 
industry from adults testblg under thirteen years mentall;y. !I . 
In KiJmeapolis ,Byrne fotmd from a group of 162 that 
52 or one third left the city or were unknown; 40 per cent 
of the group were emplo;yed for W$ges--their work being 
routine under supervision; 14 oases were known to social 
agencies; and, 26 per cent had definite delinquency records. 
She concludes that this type is migrator;y; that other factors 
than intelligence contribute to earning a livtng -they being 
formation of proper habits and attitude a toward work and life 
itself; and that muoh valuable data collected by the public 
schools on feebleminded children are not used by state au-
thorities. 
This study tends to show that the retarded group are 
migratory. It points out, al.so, that habits and attitudes 
play a more important part than intelligence in securing work. 
~ Iii 1. Byrne, "After-school Careers of Children Leaving 
pecial Classes in Minneapolis," Ungraded, (January, 1925), 
10:75-99. . 
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Further, it states that valuable data collected by teachers 
are not used by those in authority. 
. . !/ 
The J'ederal Children~ s Bureau made a stu~ of the work 
histories of 1,000 young persona who had formerly been en-
rolled in the special classes for mental defectives in De-
troit, Rochester, newark, Cincinnati, Oakland, San Francisco, 
and Los Angeles. The larger portion were employed ae semi-
skilled operatives in manufacturing and mechanical industries. 
About 12 per cent were in transportation. The emplo7ere 
rated 78 per cent of the boys and 80 per cent of the girla 
as satisfactory in performance of thetr work. 
"The fact that so many 7oung persons of less 
than average mentality were able to earn a liveli-
hood is doubtless due in part to the training 
given them while in the special olasaee, in 
good habit form@tion, and in a right attitude 
toward work." !./ 
This stu~, also • bears out the fact that habits and 
attitudes play a more important part than intelligence in 
getting and holding a job. 
!fchie:t of the O"ldren' s Bureau, l!'ourteenth Annual Report 
of the Chief of the Children's Bureau to the Secretn of 
Labor, Children's BUreau, United States Department o~abor, 
1926, PP• 1-35. 
!/ ~·· P• 14. 
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A follow-up stuq was made by Taylor of 400 former 
special class pupils in New York City in 1925. Of this 
group 248 were bo;ys and 182 were girls who had been out of 
school from one to four years. All but ten of the children 
were found to be living at home, that is, with their fami-
liae, or in their own establishments, if married. ne home 
conditions in 36~5 per cent of the cases were good, in 42.6 
per cent fair, in 19 per cent poor, and 2 per cent unknown. 
!hree boys and fifteen girls were married. na three married 
boys were doing Skilled work and supporting their families 
on earnings of t35, $25, and $22 per week, respectively. A 
total of 259 Cl62 boys and 97 girls) or 64 per cent were em-
ployed for wages. Including those unemployed at the time 
of the stuay 334 or 83 per cent were regarded as employable. 
Tbirty-seven, or nine ·per cent, were regarded as of uncertain 
employabilit.J; 24, or 6 per cent, were considered definitely 
unemployable; four, or 1 per cent, had been committed to 
institutions for mental defectives; and one boy in prison 
at the time of the stu.d7 was later released and went home 
to live. 
This stuay shows tbat the home eondi tiona of the re-
tarded group are not necessarily inferior to those of the 
average group. It further shows that they are. for the most 
t{ iargaretta Taylor, "After-Oare StuQ', 1924-1926," Ungraded, 
925) 11:23-33. 
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part, self-sustaining~ their work being of a semi-Skilled 
or unskilled nature. !/ . . 
Davies states from a report from the Assistant Education 
Officer of the London Count, Council, dated Januar.r, 1928, 
that 
"Of the total child population of London, one 
per cent are educated in special scbeols for 
mentally defective children, 80 per cent of 
this one per cent are satisfactoril7 placed 
in employment as the reeul t of the training 
afforded." 
This report shows that the majori't7 are gainfull7 em-
plo7ed as the resUlt of proper training. 
!I Taylor found in a study of printers that intelligence 
as measured b7 the otis test did not appear to be a factor 
in the selection of compositors' apprentices. All levels 
of abilit,. were fairly uniformly represented in the group. 
The pressman's apprentice showed a marked inferiority in 
the abili~ measured b7 the test. Apparentl7, he concludes, 
the dull youth finds more appeal in this branch of the indus-
tr7 while the brighter one feels there is less opportunit.J 
for him and enters another branch. 
In this etud7 it was found that intelligence was less 
important than the willingness to work- especial.ly if the 
l7 St8Die7 P. Davies, Social Control of the Mentally De-
Yioient, ~omas J. Crowell, New York,:L9!0; P• 322. --
a/ Don H. Ta7lor, "Intelligence of Young Printers," Per.sonnel 
~ournal (June, 1929), 8:21-55. 
=-=---=-==-=.=-=--==~'=-=-~~~-=~-=-=-=-=---==--=--==-~-==== == 
, e 
was of a monotonous nature. 
lL In a stuay of 20 laundry employees Beckham found that 
\ 
excellent workers have an average mental age of nine years; 
that there is but little difference in the intelligence of 
the good, fair and poor workers; that other factors than 
intelligence are of great importance for success in the 
laundry craft, assuming a seventh or eighth year minimum 
mental age le'Yel. !he other factors were oongeniali ty on 
the job, desire to please, ability to get along With others, 
willingness to obey directione, and reeouroefulness. 
!his stud7 points to laundry work as an outlet for 
the retarded group. But here, also, other factors than 
intelligence plaJ' an important part in holding the job. 
Fr~the study of junior employees of retail stores 
Alderton concludes that such abilities as are measured by 
the intelligence teats haTe significance in selecting junior 
employees of retail stores; that there is a difference be-
tween the higher and lower groups in the probability of 
wage advances; that the dividing line for the type of store 
considered is in the neighborhood of 89 I.Q.; that within 
the limit of these records, wage increase generall7 varies 
directly with the length of employment; that personal and 
!J Albert B{dDey Beckham. "Minimum Intelligence Levels for 
Several. Occupations," The· Personnel Journal (December. 1930). 
9:305-313. . 
2/0ora o. Alderton, "Store and School -Factors in the Success 
of Department Store Workers," The Personnel Journal(December, 
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social factors have an importance even greater than that 
of above a fairly definable minimum level of intelligence. 
!his study shows that though a certain minimum of in-
telligence in the retail trade is required, yet personal 
and sooial factors are of more importance. 
3. Present Studies, 1941 - 1950 
'!} 
Allen found in a study of 1.000 students of the 
Hawthorne Junior School in san Antonio, ~exas that not a 
single student with an intelligence quotient below 80 se-
lected an unskilled job, and onl7 44 out of 144, or 33 per 
cent, selectel a semi-skilled job. Of 144 pupils, 24, or 
lV per cent of the group that would probably be debarred 
from the vocattonal school were choosing a profession. The 
students with intelligence quotients falling between 90 and 
100 approached somewhat nearer to what might be considered 
to be their level, as 16 per cent selected unskilled jobs, 
and 31 per oent chose semi-skilled occupations. He con-
cludes from his findings that vocational guidance is es-
pecially needed for the lower mentalit,v group. 
~his study shows that those pupils with intelligence 
quotients below 80 tend to choose occupations above their 
level of ability. Vocational guidance, therefore, seems 
t/ Arda !. Ai1en, "Cogs in the Occupational Wheel," Ocoupa-
~ions (October, 1941), 20:15-18. 
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to be needed for this lower mentalit7 group. !/ . . 
Kellogg, in her stu~ of 100 special class pupils, 
found that 79 out of 100 came from homes of foreign back-
ground; that 16 married and there wae one divorce. The 
standard of living in most oases was low. Educational data 
showed the I.Q. ranged from 42 -92 with an average of 71.96 
and a median of '13; 42 had further training in Junior high, 
senior high, or trade school; 3 ~d received diplomas from 
high school or trade school; and, that the greatest number 
left school at sixteen. The employment status showed that 
82 had worked some time and five never worked; 47 different 
kinds of employment were listed - mostly unskilled. ~e 
average I.Q. of those working full time and steadily was 
3.83 points higher than the average of the group. Of the 
100, 35 had court records. 
~e points noted in this study are {1) the majority 
came from homes of foreign background, (2) the· standard of 
living was low, (3) the majority left sohoel at 16, (4) 
suooese in employment is directly proportional to the degree 
of intelligence, and (5) 35 per cent had court records. 
RRoberta I. Kel.logg, A l'ollow-up stua.z of One Hundred Jlales 
: S!ent Some lime in the Special dlaaaea in th& Public 
SchOo s of Newton.! Massachusetts. Unpublished Master* a 
thesis, Boston Un versiti, 1941. 
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!I Through hie several case studiee Shoobs showed that 
many oases appearing to be mentally retarded are not and 
with the proper treatment and guidance can be made to ad-
just their lives to their enviromnent and thus progress in 
school and social life. 
This stu~ emphasises the need of distinguishing be-
tween the mentally retarded and the pseudo-mentally retarded 
or maladjusted. With the proper treatment and guidance, 
the latter can be returned to the regul~~ades. 
In a study of men in the A.rr:rq Baier-found that the 
men performed duties in keeping with their mental ability 
and that they were dispersed through m8ll7 companies. He 
says: 
"The Army is doing its best to identif,J and 
classifY men of marginal ability who are subject 
to aeleotive service; to accept for militaey 
servioe all of those wbo oan learn to do ·&n7 
art:fi3' job for which they are sui tel; to give 
special traintng beyond that required by the 
bulk of recruits; to control their number in 
any unit for their own and their co~ades' 
protection; and to discharge only those who 
fail completely to reach minimum standarde 
of proficiency. The Artq is doing its utmost 
to preserve for those of marginal ability the 
privilege of contributing their share ••• ·" 
!bia atu~ points out the usefulness of the low-mental 
abili 't7 group in the Armed l!'orce•. 
17 Nahum E. shoobs and George Goldberg, Corrective treatment 
Tor Unadfusted Chllaren, · Harper and Brother a, New York and 
London, 942, PP• 137-151. 
2/laJor Donald E. Baier, "The Marginal Useful Soldier," 
!he American Journal~ Mental Defioienoz (Ju1y,l943),48:63-
~ 
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Miss lnesetta Rolt, Supervising Ps.rchiatric Social Worker 
a~ Sonoma State Home reported on 120 emplo7ed patients rang-
ing from the tmbecile group , I.Q. 40, to the moron group, 
I.Q. 63, - the largest falling between 60 to 63 I.Q. She 
found that the borderlines changed jobs moa.t frequently -
56 per cent. !he eeoond in frequency- are the low normals -
50 per cent of the group reported. The wages ranged from 
$100 a month to 5 making over $300 a month. The largest 
number of accidents were in the borderline and low normal 
group. 
This stucl7 points out the fact that the borderline and 
low normals change jobs tuite frequently; also, that the 
largest n~er of accidents oc~ed within these two groups. 
Hegge found in a atud7 of parolees from the llqne Counv 
Training School at Jrorthville, Michigan, who were paroled in 
1941 and 1942 that of 1''· 88,6 per cent of the main group 
and 8? per cent of the high I.Q, group are employed. Jrone 
have remained on the job less than tbree months. !he major-
it, of them obtained jobs Without help. These people were 
given the opportunit,r to prove themselves worthwhile because 
unemployment was at a minimtml thus reducing oompeti tion. 
17 !nezetta Holt, ~ental Defectives in Industry,~ American 
J"ournal ~Mental Deficiency (July, 1943), 48:124-125. 
2/ Thorlief Hegge, "The Occupational Status of Higher Grade 
Jrental Defectives in the Present Emergency-," American Journal 
~Mental Deficiency,(Julz, 1944), 49:86-98. 
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The chief point brought out in this study is that the 
retarded group find employment more easily if there is no 
competition. 
!/ In reference to 159 cases studied, 1U.nterbourn found 
that the first jobs of 33.2 per cent were in factories; 20.~ 
per cent (girl a) home; 10 per cent - farms, poul tr7, garden 
and nurseries; 8.6 per cent unspecified; 8.2 per cent in 
trades; 5.3 per cent, housework; 3.9 per cent, messengers; 
and 10.1 per cent, miscellaneous. The average l.ength of 
the first job was about nine months. Three were still on 
their first job. The tendency for all was to seek work be-
yond their oapacitJ". One third of the group had no hobbies. 
This study points out that though all bad some job, 
the majority a ought work beyond their capacity and ability • 
.:!/ 
An illuminating stut17 waa made by M;cXeon of 21.0 boya 
who attended special ol.aea in Worcester. Her social. findings 
show that 82.25 per cent l.eft school. at the age of 16. The 
I.Q.'e of the group ranged from 52 to 86. Of the group, 
56.52 per cent served in the Armed Forces; 19 per cent were 
rejected; of this 19 per cent, 9.66 per cent were rejected 
as mentally, educational.ly, or pbysically inadequate. In 
¥e Ralph Winter bourn, Educatinf the Backward Ohilcb'en in ew Zealand, New Zeal. and Councl-rci'r Educational Research, !'§44. . 
2/ Rebecca M. MCKeon, A Follow-up Stu~ of Special Class 
!'ora Who Attended the Ledge Street Scool t.'t Worcester, 
Massachusetts during the Years 1932-1942,unpub11shed Master's 
Thesis, Boston Unlversiti, 1944. 
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speaking of the A.rrq and 1.11' avy she sqs , 
"The discipline of the Army and Nevy seemed 
to bave a marked effect on them; careless 
posture habits, indifference about personal 
appearances, habits of slow response to 1 , directions disappeared in many cases." ~ 
There were 15.71 per cent married with a total offspring of 
3Ei. She found the parents of the majority foreign born but 
more were born in the United States than in 8D1 other one 
oountr,y. The majority of the homes were inferior and ver7 
inferior. 
In her educational findings it was shown that 79,52 per 
cent stopped at median of grade four first half level; 10 
per cent failed to reach grade three level; 6,71 per cent 
went beyond special class; 60.48 per cent spent more than 
four years in special class with none spending leas than one 
year. The homes of the academic successful were average. 
MaXeon found that mental defioieno7 was not allied 
With delinquency as only 24.29 per cent had court records. 
Of this number 38 had 110 charges against them and in Police 
Court, 18 bad 83; 10 per cent spent time in reform institu-
tions. Larcen7 was found to be the. most frequent offense. 
The majority of the delinquents came from homes rated as 
inferior and very inferior. 
This group seem to show erratic employment habits, as 
only 20 per cent worked steadily from the ttme they left 
'!J McKeon, ~ cit., P• 63. 
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school; 7.62 per cent never worked; 77.14 per cent worked 
50 per cent of the possible time; in all, 92.38 per cent of 
the group had been employed at some time. Employment was 
mtostly of an unskilled or semi .. skilled nature. Since there 
was much tum-over in jobs, a need was suggested for some 
S•)rt of guidance and active follow-up program. 
The chief items noted in this study are-- (1) the major-
i ·ty left school at 16, ( 2) the arrrry did much to improve 
t heir appearance and disoipltne, (3) the parents of the 
majorit, were foreign born, (4) the educational level of 
the majority stopped at the median of grade four,(6) delin-
quency was not allied with mental deficiency, and (7) the 
employment was erratic - the jobs being meetly of an un-
skilled and semi-skilled nature. 
A departure from the chronological arrangement of the 
l i terature will be ·made at this point in o!jer to review a 
later and more sigilificant work of McKeon. This work con-
cams a stud)" made in 1948 of 350 (176 boys and 175 girls ) 
special class students in six large industrial communities. 
~e I.Q.'s of the group ranged from 52 to 87 with mean 69.69 
for the boys and a mean of 68.80 for the girls; the chrono-
logical age ranged from 16 to 27, the average being 21.4. 
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The group had been out of school from one to 10 years; the 
average time spent in special class being a little better 
than four years. The teniency was for the bo7e rather than 
the girls to remain in school after 16; the reasons for 
leaving being economic or overage. 
The homes rated according to Sims Score Card were 7 
p.er cent "medium hiSh and above"; 10 per cent "medium"; 
8.3 per cent "medium low" and below. This would show that 
the majority oo.me from poor environments. The boys, 61 per 
cent, were more self-supporting than the girls, 31 per cent. 
Classified as "married women at home" were 28 per cent of 
the girls. 
Vocational adjustment showed 62 per cent of the boys 
and 44 per cent of the girls employed - the type of work 
b•ting largely manual. Personal Service employed 7 per cent 
o~ the boys and 8 per cent of the girls. More than 50 per 
cent obtained jobs through relatives or friends; 33 per cent 
by self; and very few through the school. Of the 15 per cent 
unemplo7ed, more' tr"erA boys than girls. Most difficulty was 
encountered in obtaining their first jobs. The employers 
rEa.tecl 86 per cent of the boys and 81 per cent of the girls 
as satisfactory workers. 
In the social findings it was noted that 72 per cent 
o~ the boys and 58 per cent of the girls were unmarried. 
The marriages of 10 per cent of those married were "dis-
ruptecl." In regard to delinquency, 27 per cent of the boys 
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a11d 5 per cent of the girls were lm.own delinquents - the most 
common charge being laroe117 for the bo7s and inoorrigibili t,. 
for the girls. Among this group there were fewer adult of-
fenses than juvenile - the critical ratio being 2~V90. The 
m(lst common adult charge waa assault. Olub membership was 
claimed b7 15 per cent; 6! per cent bad hobbies--for the 
bo7s it was painting and repairing; for the girls, sewing 
and crafts. Movies were fottnd to be the most common pastime--
41. per cent going once a week; 29 per cent more frequentl7, 
and 30 per cent leas frequentJ.7. The girls followed "soap 
operas" on the radio, whereas the boys preferred variety pro-
grams. The girls did more reading for pleasure than did the 
bo7s and nine per cent did no reading at all. MoXeon found 
similarity of adjustment in the six different communities, 
ey differentiation being between the sexes. J1an7 practices 
an.d policies of the schools concerned coincided, but a differ-
ence was noted in vocational guidance procedures and in curric-
ulum offering. 
In this later stu~ of McKeon it may be noted that (1) 
the boys tended to remain in school over 16, (2) the majority 
were found to come from poor environments, (3) the majorit7 
of the group studied were self-supporting, (4) the jobs were 
mainly manual, ( 5) very few attained jobs through the school, 
(6} the group had more offenses as juveniles than as adults, 
(V) the majority had hobbies, and (8) there was similarity 
of adjustment in the six different communities. 
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Kingsle7 found no significant differences in ~he condi-
tion of the mentally unfit and a control series, but that 
the7 present more cases of ps,rchopathic personalities and 
n.eurosis. He says that their more than normal trouble with 
the police is attributed to their inability to avoid arrest; 
that the majority leave school at 16; that their unemploy-
' 
ment in times of economic stress is due primaril7 to their 
being forced to compete with more intelligent men rather 
than their inabilit.J to do the work; that during times of 
a.verage or better than average prosperity they ean be sociall 
and economioall7 adequate. 
~s study shows that the retarded group present oases 
of psychopathic personalities, that the majority leave at 
16, and, that difficulty in securing work is foud when the 
competition is keen. 
' tJ 
~ Yepsen believes gnidsnoe should be concerned with the 
adjustment development of adjustable individuals for the 
war showed tbat the subnormal a are usefu.l. He says : 
"The counselor will find that there are many more jobs that the subnormal can do and do well than 
he bas previously thought possible. This W&l'! 
has served to emphasise the limited need for 
any other than minimum intelligence, and willing-
ness to work, to hold down many types of jobs 
on the assembly lines of the factories." ~ 
V Lowell v. K!ngsle7, and Robert v. !J7de, "The Health and 
~coupational Adequacy of the Mentally Deficient," !he Journal 
of Abnormal and Social Psychologr(January,1945)40:!V=46. 
2/ Llo7d N. Yepsen, "Post-war Problems in Guidance of the 
l'enta.lly SUbnormal, .. American Journal of Mental Deficiency 
(October, 1945), 50:281-295. --Y Ibid •• P• 292. 
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The chtef point in this study indicates the need of 
guidance for the adjustable individuale of the retarded group. 
~e non-relationship between wages and intelligence was y 
shown in a eurve7 b7 Ooakle7 : 
"From our surve7 it would seem tbat for the 
mentally deficient emplo7ed in critical war 
industr.r that there was no relationship be-
tween wages and intelligence quotients, that 
most of the jobs were of the unskilled or semi-
skilled type of work, that most of the individ-
uals -obtained their ~obe through the ~ited States 
Employment Service or their own initiative, and 
the more stable individual was able to hold bis job for the longest period of time." 
!hia study claims there is no relationship between the 
amount of sal&r7 received and the degree of intelligence 
possessed. 
!I Another surve7 b7 Butler, made about the same time, 
shows that of 14~ casea of the Sonoma State Home of Eldridge, 
California, 29 per cent had good reports from the Army, lra'V7, 
and Marines. And of 339 case a in industr7 it was found that 
tb.ose in the slow mental group changed jobs more frequently 
than those in the higher mental group. The salaries ranged 
from $50 to over $300 per month. 
This study indicates that the retarded group has a 
place - in military service and in industry. However, in 
industry the low mental group change jobs frequently. 
1/ Frances Ooakley, "Study of ~eebleminded Wards Employed 
In War InduetrJ," American Journal of Mental Deficiency, (October, 1945), 50:265-269. · 
2/ F.o. Butler,"Mental Defectives in Military Service and War 
I'ndustries," Journal of Mental Deficiency(Oct.l945)50:296-300. 
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Schmidt-took all low I.Q.'e, even those claimed to be 
uneduoable. o:t this experimental group, 27 per cent com-
pl eted four years of a regular high school; 6 per cent went 
f1trther on to higher education; 83.4 per cent were regularl y 
employed - about 6 per cent in supervisory positions; 5 per 
ct~nt of the boys wer$ in mili t&r7 service, some holding the 
rank of officer. The salaries ranged as high as $84 per 
week, an average being $32. The level of personal and 
sc,oial adjustment was attained by 79 per oent. She found 
tl~t the experimental group did :tar better than the control 
gr oup. 
This stud7 poi nts to the success obtained in educating 
the l ow I.Q. group. Many went on to higher education or jobs 
w:tth responsibilities. 
. . !I 
~ornwalt found boys choosing occupations far beyond 
their abilities. When jobs were plentiful, boys would not 
stay too long out of work. Also, they would want a raise 
after being on the Job for a couple of weeks. 
This stu~ shows the need for vocational guidance as 
m~y of the retarded group choose occupations beyond their 
l evel of abi lity, and encounter much difficUlty in securing 
employment against keen competition. 
1/ Bernadine Schmidt, "Changes in Behavior of Originally 
Yeebleminded Children," Journal of Exceptional Children, (December, 1947), 14:67-72. --
2/ Russell J. l!'ornwal t, "Vocational Guidance for the Socially 1 
•aladjusted Boy," Mental Hlgiene,(Ootober,l947), 31:699-604. 
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Lewis reports that the mentally retarded fall below 
others in all respects except sports; that they have few 
bobbies - the chief ones being driving cars and working; 
that 44.• per cent of fathers are skilled laborers and 28.1 
per cent are common laborers; and, that 7 per ~ent are ex-
tremely mentally retarded. 
In this study it is claimed that only in sports or any 
physical endeavor the retarded group are able to compete with 
others. 
!L Donahue found in her study that the majority left school 
at 16; the highest grade level attained was grade four second 
half, the majority reaching the first half of the fourth year 
level. Of the group, 63.5 per cent were employed, the chief 
occupation being mill operative, the next, shoe worker. They 
obtained work during a labor shortage and employers were 
willing to train them. The 10,43 per cent never employed 
were not capable of working. !here were 5.9 per cent at 
home who were institutional casee. Larceny and malicious 
damage was the chief charge against the 9.5 per cent sent 
to reform institutions. Wo significance was found between 
the I.Q.'s of those having one charge and those having more 
than one charge. There were 26.24 per cent mentally or 
y W. Draiton Lewis, "Some Obaraeteristics of Children Desig-
nated as Mentally Retarded, as Problems, and as Geniuses by 
Teachers," !he Journal~ Genetic Psychology (May,l947), 
70:29-51. . ' ' . 
!/Mary T. Donahue, A Follow-up Study of a Group of Mentally 
Retarded Children WbO Left the Special class in a Large Indus-
t r i al Ci durin Years 1931-1941. Ed. M. Thesis, Boston Uni-
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educationally inadequate for service. 
The chie:t points in this study" are (1) the majority 
of the group leave school at 16, (2) the grade level attained 
was that of the fourth grade, (3) the jobs were obtained 
during a labor shortage, and (4) delinquency was not a large 
factor of this group. 
The majority, 61.5 per cent, in Ktnneen~ study ,were 
also found to leave at 16. Other findings were: the I.Q. 
range was from 48 to 96; 46 per cent of the parents were 
born in America; 10.26 per cent were married; 53.94 per cent 
had either bean in service or were now in aervioe. Of the 
group, one-third epent two to four years in special class 
with more being there less than a 7ear. Fourth grade level 
was reached b7 51.28 per cent and 22 per cent ended at the 
third grade level. ~ere was 41 per cent that attended jun-
ior high or trade school. Less than 4 per cent of the group 
served sentence in reform institutio•s· Of the 83.33 per 
cent employed, 52 per cent have ~rked steadil7 since leaving 
school. There were 16.6'7 per cent who were never employed. 
Fifty-six boys held 125 jobs. The homes of all were found 
to be average. 
This atu¢y shows that (1) the majority left school at 
16, (2) the highest level attained was that of grade four, 
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(3) the majori~ of parents were foreign born, (4) few had 
delinquency records, and (5) most of those working bad worked 
steadily since leaving school. 
1/ 
From a Report on 320 special class children ending in 
194V the following findings were noted: 
1. The chronological age of .69 per cent fell between 
16 years and six months and 1 V years and five 
months. 
2. !he boys outnumber the girle by a 70 to 30 ratio. 
3. Seventy-eight per cent of the group had been in 
special clase from three to eight years. 
4. :rorty-tbree per cent were in elementary special 
class on leaving school. 
5. Twanty~tbree per cent of the group were found to 
be engaged in clerical and sales jobs (mostly 
messenger and stock boys). 
6. Twenty-six per cent were in service occupations (domestic and janitorial). 
v. Sixteen per cent in manufacture and related work 
(Ull&killed labor in factor;v, garment trade, and 
he.ndling of auto parts). 
a. Thirty-one per cent of the oases earned an average 
week17 salary of $2o-$25 (25 per cent, $25}. 
9. The length of time em arf3 one job ranged from 
four months to 19 months. 
10. Thirteen per cent were blood relatives of the 
employers. 
11. Thir'ty""Jline per cent received jobs through friends; 
13 per cent through relatives; and 16 per cent 
through placement by school. 
!) "Report of Committee on Education and Training,~ 
American Journal~ Mental Defioienc7 (1948-1949), 53:373-74. 
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12. !Wenty-nine per cent bad I.Q. 's below 66; 
26 per cent from 66 to 10; 30 per cent from 
'11 to '15.; and 15 per cent, '76 and above. 
13. The. reading achievement of 33 per cent of 
the group was below the third grade, while 
1'1 ·per cent achieved be7ond the fifth grade 
level. 
The chief points noted in this report are (1} the 
majority of the group remained in school after they were 
16, (2) tb.e majority attained only the third grade level, 
(3) more were in service occupations than in any other, and 
(4) the larger number secured jobs through friends. 
. y 
One of the most recent studies was done by Clifford. 
She made a study of '19 boys and 22 girls. The I.Q. range 
of the boys was from 38 to 112; 5.9 per cent were in special 
class from 6 to '7 years and '1. 9 per cent from one to two 
7ears - the greater number being in special class more than 
three years; '18.2 per cent left at the age of 16. 
Social findings show 11.4 per cent,with an l.Q. range 
from 44 to 74, served in the Armed Forces; 16.2 per cent 
married with total offspring of 13. The length of time 
married was from five years to six years and two months -
2.6 per cent were divorced. Juvenile and police courts 
had record of 28 ~ases (8.91 per cent); 25 per cent sen-
tenced, 25 per cent :tiaed, 25 per cent probation, 17.86 
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per cent fined, and ?.14 per cent suspended. The mean I.Q. 
of those having one charge was 68; of more than one charge, 
63.6. The most common charge was breaking and entering. 
Vocational findings show that the Jobs held were mostly 
of sn unskilled or semi-skilled type. Sixty-one boys had 
96 jobs; 46.31 per cent worked in mills; 9.4? per cent, 
helpers; 4.21 per cent, disbwashers; 29.48 per cent, mis-
cellaneous; 23.62 per cent obtained Job through relatives; 
23.62 per cent tbrough friends; 60.96 per cent by self; 
10.9 per cent never worked, and 6.9 per cent were unemploy-
able. 
!his stu~ shows (1) the majo -ity left at 16, (2) less 
than one-third had court reoords, (3) the jobs held were 
unskilled or semi-skilled, and (4) the majority secured jobs 
by themselves. 
!) 
Another recent stuq was done by lfarsball who made 
a stu~ of one hlUldred boys. Of this n'lUJlber ?? per cent 
were still living in Worcester; 66 per cent served in the 
Armed ~orcas; 34 per cent were married with a total of 23 
children~ Violation of the motor vehicle law and larceny 
were the chief chargee against '24 per cent - -11 per cent be-
ing recidivists. Olub membership was claimed by 33 per cent 
of the group. The I.Q.'s ranged from 60 to 94 with a mean 
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of 75. The mean chronological age on entering special class 
was 13.12, while the mean mental age was 9.74. The majority, 
78 per cent, entered fro.m grades four to six; 54 per cent 
were less than three years retarded. The time spent in 
special clas• was from one to nine years and the average 
time spent beyond special class wae one year and four months. 
Mechanic and machinist were chief trades studied. Sixty-four 
per cent left school between 16 and 17. There were 98 per 
cent employed at least 50 per cent of the time since leaving 
school. Of those employed, 12 per cent have worked st~adily 
with 6 per cent being at present job over eight years. Machine 
and shoe shops were the chief places of employment. Two 
per cent were never employed. The homes were fo1md to be 
average. 
The chief points noted in this stu~ are (1) the re-
tarded group are not migratory, (2) they are not necessarily 
delinquent, (3) one-third claimed social activities, (4) 
the majori~ entered special class from the fourth to sixth 
grades, ( 5) almost all had been employed at soma time, and 
(6) few were steady workers. 
. !I 
A study of 57 bo7s and 28 girls was made by Smith in 
New Hampshire- He found 54.4 per cent living with their 
parents or relatives; 31,58 per cent married and having a 
lJ ~ohri G. smifh, A ~ollow-up Stu~ of Students Who Attended 
~~ecial Class in Concord New BimPihire during~ the Years 
1 37 to 1947, unpublishe! Master's Thesis, Boston University~ 
1950. 
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total of 24 children; 36.84 per cent served in the Armed 
Forces with 8•'7 per cent still in service; 35.09 per cent 
had two leisure interests With 5!.11 per cent favoring bunt-
ing; most popular hobb7 among 38.59 per cent was a home work-
shop. The l•Q• 's ranged from 49 to 92. The age on entering 
special claea ranged from 8 years 11 months to 16 years 6 
months, with from 8 months to 8 7ears 10 months spent in 
special class. ~e median grade level reached waa grade 
four second half. Unlike other studies, he found only 36.84 
per cent leaving at 16 years of age. Breaking, entering 
and larcen7 were the most frequent charges against the 15.,9 
per cent who were delinquents; 22.22 per cent served sentence 
in reform institutions. UnSkilled or semi-skilled were the 
first jobs obtained. The average number of changes in jobs 
was 2.9. ~rinting was the chief type of work. 
Tbis stu¢1 shows (1) some entered apecial class wbo 
were over 16 years of age, (!) better than one-third had 
leisure-time activities, (3) few left at the age of 16, 
(4) the level of achievement was that of grade four, and 
(5) the jobs obtained were of the unskilled or semi-skilled 
tne. 
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Summ817 
These studies of the after-school careers of the mental-
ly retarded indicate that the large ma~ority of those who 
attended special class are able to take their places in the 
community life as ordinary, decent, working citizens, who in 
no sense are social burdens or menaces. Many studies show 
that there is a need for more ~idanoe work and a clearer 
concept of tbe me of employment into Wbioh these children 
are capable of entering. 
The majority of the studies reviewed indicate that the 
larger percentage leave at sixteen; that the type of employ-
ment is unskilled or sem1""akil1ed work; that they are not 
migratory; that World War II pointed out tbe fact that.' they 
could perform- and perform well- work before not thought 
possible; that with the proper training they would become 
worthwhile citizens. 
. v 
Though atudies seem to prove otherwise, Hollingworth 
states that the proportion of mentally deficient among de-
!/ linquents is very great. .And Dean believes that "The mental 
defective With hie paucit7 of judgment is an easy victim 
for the temptation of orime." Without substantiating figures 
1/Leta s. Hollingworth, The PKoholof! of Subnormal Children, 
'!he Macmillan Company, New Yor , 193 , mi&pter 2. · 
2/James s. Dean, "Certain Relationships of Crime and Mental 
lriaorder;" American Journal of Mental Defioienoz,(Ootober, 
1945), 50: 284=290. -
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he feels sure that juvenile delinquency among the feeble-
!/_ 
minded is very high. On the other hand, Miner finds no 
correlation between their criminal tendencies and their 
intellectual ability. 
Most feel that practically all the individuals who had 
a delinquent record were likewise handicapped by character 
defects and personality difficulties, and for the most part, 
those who were juvenile delinquents were of the dull normal 
group rather than of those whose intelligence quotient was 
below so. !/ . 
Davies says: 
"When the public aohool shall have fully 
recognised that they have no right to de-
prive a child of educational advantages 
suited to his needa just because he ap-
pears on one of the lower levels of intelli-
gence curve , and when they shall have pro-
vided an adequate number of special classes 
supplemented by competent psychological, 
p~ohiatric, and visiting teacher service, 
then a large part of the 'problem of mental 
deficiency' will have been solved." 
It is these, then, the mentally deficient rather than 
the "intelligentia" who challenge the schools' abilit,y to 
teach and to educate for a purposeful and useful living. 
'JJ James B. Miner, Defioieno{ ~ Deling,uenoy, Warwick and 
1:ork, Baltimore, 1918 , P• 21 • 
y Davies, .2E.•~·, P• 323. 
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CRAJ?TER III 
PROCEDURE OF TEE SURVEY 
1. Selection of the Period 
After the beginning of the school year 1947 the Center 
School was dissolved. The centralized system of special 
class education was supplanted by classes housed in three 
of the grammar schools. The writer chose the ten-year per-
iod (1936-1946) prior to this change with a two~fold purpose 
in mind, namely, first, to endeavor to determine the educa-
tional, social and vocational adjustments under a centralized 
system; and secondly, to pave the way for a comparison of 
the educational, social, and vocational adjustments of those 
under the present system. 
2. Selection of the Sample 
To obtain a fairly even sampling for this ten-year period 
the names were taken from the Center School census reports 
pertaining to those years. Duplication was avoided by taking 
the names from that report on which they appeared last. A 
total of 251 names was obtained of those pupils who left 
between 1936 and 1946. 
In checking these names with the school records, it 
was found that 43 cards lacked adequate data. This left a 
total of 208 names from which to choose the sample. Every 
I========~I============================~A·~-=========================,====~====== 
-----
other name was then selected from this total as the sample 
to be used in this follow-up study. One hundred and four 
names were thus obtained, this being 50 per cent of those 
names for which there was adequate data. 
3. Selection of Questionnaire 
In order that a follow-up study may be more universal 
in scope and thus present a broader view of the picture the 
information obtained should follow a similar pattern. Other-
wise the study becomes quite narrow and limited to a single 
community. With this view in mind, several questionnaires 
were examined. The ·common factors of these questionnaires 
plus certain other pertinent information were embodied in 
the following form of questionnaire used in this stu~. 
Questionnaire 
Social Status (Sooio~economic) 
1. Name 
2. Address 
3. Birthplace of father of mother 
4. Nationality of father o:f mother 
5. Father's occupation mother's 
6. With whom do you make your home? 
7. Self-supporting Entirely Partially 
8. Dependent upon :family Extent Nature 
9. Dependent upon community Extent Nature 
10. Contribute to support of others Whom 
11. Marital status - Single - Married- Divorced -
Separated - Widowed 
12. Number of children 
13. OWn your home 
14. Own a oar year make value 
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15. Have you served in the Armed Forces? Rating or 
rank 
16. What branch - Army Navy Coast Guard :Marines 
CB' e 
1~. Were you rejected? Reason, if rejected 
18. Leisure-time activities--
a. Hobbies:- crafts, fishing, hunting, gardening, 
games, drawing, bicycling, collecting 
items -- kind, other. 
b. Clubs Membership Nature 
a. Sports Participant Spectator 
d. Radio programs Preference 
e. Television Frequency observed Program 
f. Movies once a week twice a week more less 
g. Reading Books Newspapers Magazines 
h. Do you play a musiaal instrmnent? kind 
i. Do you care for music ? kind 
j. Satisfied with present leisure time activities 
1. why 2. why not 
Educational 
19. When did you get through school? 
20. Did you leave when you were sixteen? 
21. How long were you at the Center School? 
22. Wbat other schools did you attend where when 
23. What do you remember beet concerning your associa-
tion with the school? 
Vocational 
24. Have you attained your vocational goal? What was 
it? 
25. What is your present job? Principal duties 
26. Satisfied with your present job Why Why not 
27. Average weekly pay without deductions With 
deductions 
28. Previous jobs held Duration Reasons for 
getting through 
29. Length of time before receiving first job 
30. Average length of time idle between jobs 
31. Method used in receiving first job Present job 
a. Contacted friends 
b. Contacted relati ve:s 
a. Contacted school officials 
d. Answered newspaper ads 
e. Through employment agencies 
f. By yourself 
g. Other 
32. Type and condition of home - 1,2,3,4,5 
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4. Locating the Interviewee 
Since it was felt that the information desired could 
not satisfactorily be obtained through the mails, the writer 
made personal contact and interviewed each one. This was 
made quite difficult in view of the fact that the addresses 
were from 4 to 10 years old and these persons have a tendency 
to move a great deal. In fact, most of the cards in the 
office files contained several addresses. However, bef9re 
starting on the calla, the names were checked against the 
City Directory. By this means many addresses were verified 
or new ones obtained and only one call had to be made. For 
the others the new address was obtained from their former 
neighborhood. This neoeeeit&ted at least two calls. The 
writer made as many as five calls to make some interviews. 
5. Reaction of Interviewees 
For the most part, the writer was received quite cordial-
ly. The interviewees were quite co-operative when informed 
of the purpose of the study. Some were hesitant to give in-
formation because they saw no value to themselves in doing 
so; or, they feared the knowledge that they had attended the 
Center School would have adverse effects, if it were known. 
Few had praise for the help they received at the Center School 
One couldn't be bothered to give the writer an interview 
because he was going into the Army. In another instance, 
the mother of the interviewee did not want her boy interviewed 
-=======~~-~~~==~====-=---==-==-==========~ 
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because she feared that he would be upset if reminded that 
he had attended the Center School. In still another case, 
the wife refused to allow her husband to answer the writer 
stating that she was not interested, that she paid taxes, 
and didn't see much sense in helping future children because 
they were going to be ~bomb" anyway. In the case of another 
individual who never could be found at home, the mother 
asserted that he was a "bum" and was in trouble more than 
he was out of trouble. 
6. HOme Conditione 
In general, the home conditions were quite comfortable. 
In only about two instances were the home conditions deplor-
able. One of these two was a second floor tenement. Ferieh-
able food was left about for lack of proper storage. The 
dog, not house broken, seemed to have the run of the house. 
In general, the place was dirty and untidy. 
7. Reliability of the Data 
Information obtainable from official records was not 
asked in the interview unless clarification or verification 
was needed. Only the data from these official records were 
used in the oases of the 24 mentioned in Table 1, Chapter IV, 
who were living out of Salem or out of the State, were un-
known, or were not interested. 
None of the individuals interviewed seemed to overstate 
their earnings, for in spot checking with their employers, 
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the wages in all oases were correct. 
8. Assistance Received in Obtaining Certain Data 
Much valuable assistance was obtained from the personnel 
of the school offices in obtaining the records of the indi-
viduals and the history of the school. Much help was given, 
also, by the Women's and Children's Probation Officer in 
checking the names of the individuals concerned in this 
study for any juvenile and adult records found in the court 
files. 
The findings are set forth in the following two chapters. 
Chapter IV treats of the social (sooio•eoonomic) data, while 
educational and vocational data are treated in Chapter v. 
'"o.: t on tin i 'l!~r . 1 ~y 
Scll c> c l rf ~ ~he ._ tic n 
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CHAPTER IV 
SOCIAL {SOCIO-ECONOMIC) DATA 
1. Whereabouts 
The whereabouts of the one h"Dndred and four boys in-
vestigated in this stua, are shown in T~ble 1 below. 
Table 1. Whereabouts of the One Hundred and Four 
Boys at the Time of the Investigation 
Whereabouts Number Per Cent Total Per Cent 
l 'I J l ~, , l3J (4J (5' 
Working 57 54.7 
In Salem 34 32.6 
Out of Salem 22 21.1 
Out of state 1 1.0 
Living out of Salem 14 13.4 
Military Serv~ces 9 8.7 
Institutions 6 5.7 
Feebleminded 2 1.9 
Correctional 1 1.0 
Mental Hospital 1 1.0 
Rome for Indigents 1 1.0 
Jail 1 1.0 
Living out of State 4 3.9 
Unemployed 4 3.9 
Unknown 4 3.9 
Unemployable 2 1.9 
Not Interested 2 1.9 
In Sohool 1 1.0 
G.I. Training 1 1.0 
Total 164 1oo.o 
~e boy who is in school returned to school when a 
sub-special class was :formed. The parents prefer.r·e.d this 
arrangement rather than send their boy to an institution. 
The 14 boys living out of Salem and the :four living out of 
=========*============================~-,~==========================~======== 
the State oould not be reached. Two boye refused to be 
interviewed because they were not interested. The two un-
eln}>loyables had worketl at some time but are no longer able 
to work b.eeause of ill health. The two boys not working 
had been unemplo;red for about one month. Fifty-seven boys 
were gain:rtlll;r employed~-thir't7-four in Salem, twenty-two 
in the nearby communities, and one out of the state. 
2. Jlilitar;y kta 
It may be notetl from !able 2 that leas than half of 
those individuals interviewed have had military service, 
either tn World War II or at tbe present time. 
~able 2. Milit&r.J Status of the Eighty 
Individuale Interviewed 
Statue N'Wllbel' Per Cent Total 
l!· J f2J l3J fiJ 
Served World War II 27 
Army 16 20.0 
N'&V7 6 . 7.5 
Marines 5 6.2 
Did not serve 25 
Rejected 19 
Now serving 9 
Army 8 10.0 
Marine a 1 1.3 
Total ~r5 · 
Per Cent 
l5J 
33.7 
31.3 
23.7 
11.3 
!oo.~ 
More, 24 or 30 per oent, served or are serving in 
the army than any other branch of military service. The 
25, or 31.3 per cent, Who did not serve were not able to 
because they were not old enough. Of the 19, or 23.7 per 
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cent,who were rejected, 16, or ~8.9 per cent, were rejected 
because of some p~sioal dieabilit.J. The pbysioal disabil-
ities given were one eaoh for cardiac, hernia, punctured 
ear dram, somnambulist, speech impediment, thrombosis, ulcers 
and skin disease. Seven gave no other reason than that they 
did not pass the physical examination. Three, or 15.8 per 
cent, were rejected because of mental inadequacy and one, 
or 6.3 per cent, because of extreme hardship at home. 
Some who are now serving or Who had served attained 
rates Which placed them in charge of other men. Table 3 
shows 'th&se' dS.ta. 
Table 3. Classification of the Nine Individuals 
Now Serving and of the Twenty-seven Who 
Had Served 
Now Serv:!ns Serve! lor![ lar !! 
Classification 
·lffi !&fjjes 1ffi 1cn •n;es : l!J 
Apprentice 
Seaman 0 0 0 3 0 
Corporal 1 0 4 0 2 
Private 
First Class ! 0 12 0 3 
Sergeant 2 0 0 0 0 
Seaman 
Second Class 0 0 0 l 0 
Storekeeper 
First Class 0 0 0 2 0 
None 3 1 0 0 0 
Total B l !~ ! 5 
Total 9 2'1 
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Not all individuals remained at the bottom of the 
military ladder. Six became corporals in World War II 
and two are now serving as sergeants. The four who have 
no classification had just entered military service. Table 
4 shows the length of time tn service of those serving at 
the time of the investigation and of those who served in 
World War II. 
Table 4. Frequency Distribution of the Nine Ken 
Now Serving and the Twenty-seven ~ 
Had Servea According to Length of Service 
Length of Service 
in Years 
(l) 
4 
3 
2 
1 
Lees thanl 
Total 
Mean Number 
of Years 
Standard Deviation 
Number Now 
Serving (2) 
1 
2 
2 
0 
4 
9 
Number Served in 
World War II (3) 
8 
6 
5 
5 
3 
27 
2.91 
1.36 
The length of time ranges from four years to less 
than one year. The three who served lees than one year 
in World War II had been given medical discharges. One 
who had served in World War II had re-enlisted. Table 5 
shows the frequency and range of the Intelligence Quotients 
of those having military service. 
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Table 5. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.'s of 
the Nine Individuals Now Serving and of 
the Twenty-seven Who Had Served 
I.Q. 
(l) 
86 - 90 
81 - 85 
76- 80 
71:- - '15 
66 - 70 
61 - 65 
56 - 60 
51- 55 
Total 
Mean I.Q. 
Standard 
Deviation 
N'ow 
Serving ( 2) 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
9 
76.9 
3.65 
Had 
Served (3) 
0 
4 
6 
7 
1 
6 
2 
1 
27 
71.4 
8.45 
Three of those who bad served and had served le~s than 
one year had an intelligence quotient below 60 and were given 
medical discharges. It woUld seem, then, that I.Q.'s of 60 
and above have no real significance as far as military service 
is concerned. 
3. Marital Data. 
Table 6 shows the marital status of the boys interviewed. 
Table 6. Marital Status o:t the Eighty Boys 
Investigated 
Marital 
Status Number Per Cent 
l1, (2J l!) 
Unmarried 42 52.4 
Married 36 45.0 
Separated 1 1.3 
Divorced 1 1.3 
Total 80 100.0 
Forty-two, or 52,4 per cent, a little better than half 
the group are not married. There were 38 marriages out of 
which there was but one separation and one divorce. This 
seems to be e. good percentage of stable marriages. 
The length of time of those married at the time of the 
investigation ranged from eight years to less than one year. 
Table 7 presents these findings. 
Table 7. Duration of the Marriages of the 
Thirty-eight Boys at the Time of 
the Investigat~on 
Duration Number Per Oent 
in Years 
l!, {2' l!J 
8 1 2.6 
'1 2 5.3 
6 4 10.5 
5 3 7.9 
4 5 13.2 
3 8 21.1 
2 '1 18.4 
1 4 10.5 
Less than 1 4 10.5 
Total 38 166.6 
One individual interviewed had been married less than 
one month; whereas another had been married for 8 years. Of 
the four who were married for less than one year, one was 
separated from his wife and of the seven who were married 
for two years, one was divorced. The majority had .been 
married three years. 
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The average nmnber of children per marriage was less 
than one. Table 8 notes this fact. 
Table 8. Children of the Married Group 
N'1llllber of 
Children 
(1 J 
3 
2 
1 
0 
Total 
Number of Total Number 
:Men Studied of Children (2) . (3) 
2 
6 
16 
16 
38 
6 
12 
15 
0 
33 
The msjority of individuals who had children had onl7 
one child. Fifteen individuals had no children. This does 
not seem to follow the belief that those of lesser intelli-
genae are more prolific. 
4. Data on Delinquene7 
The following six tables are concerned with the delin-
quency record of the 104 individuals studied. Delinquency 
is here interpreted as applying to those Whose names have 
been recorded either in the office of the Attendance Officer, 
or in the juvenile or district court. Table 9 divides the 
104 individuals into three groups. 
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Table 9. Division of the One Hundred and Four 
Boys as Offenders, Reciv:tdists or 
Non-offenders 
Division of Number Per Oent 
the 104 Bozs (1) ( 2) ( 3} 
Non-offenders 62 59.6 
Recidivists 24 23.1 
First Offendere 16 17.3 
Total 104 100.0 
The majority, or 59.6 per cent, had no record of any 
offense. However, the majority, or 24 of the 42 offenders , 
were recidivists. Though the percentage (40.4 per cent) of 
offenders may be rather high, it probably woUld be erroneous 
to conclude that delinquency is an outgrowth of mental re-
tardation. 
Table 10 shows the record of first offenders and re-
cidivists for the three offices taken separately. 
Table 10. Offices in Which Records of the Forty-two 
Offenders Appear as First Offenders and as 
Recidivists 
NtUD.ber oi' Number of Fer 
Office First Of- Per Cent Second Of- Oent Total 
fenders fenders 
lit Firs~ Dis- (!) (3) ( 4) (15) (6) 
triot Court 13 30.9 12 28.6 25 
Juvenile 
Court 6 14.3 13 30.9 19 
Attendance 
Office 6 14.3 6 14.3 12 
Total 26 159.5 31 '13.8 
Per 
Cent 
(7) 
29.5 
45.2 
28.6 
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Ther$. were more fira.t offenders in the First District 
Court (13, or 30.9 per cent) than in the Juvenile Court 
(6, or 14,3 per cent), or in the Attendance Office (6, or 
14~3 per cent). In the First District Court the number of 
recidivists (12, or 28.6 per cent), was one less than that 
of first offenders (13, or 30,9 per cent); while !n Juvenile 
Court the number of recidivists (13, or 30.9 per cent), was 
slightly more than double the number of first offenders 
(6, or 14.3 per cent). The number of first offenders and 
recidivists was the same (6, or 14.3 per cent) in the Atten-
dance Office. ~enty•five or 59.5 per cent became adUlt 
offenders. 
The names of some of the 42 offenders appeared only in 
one office, while some appeared in two, e:till others ap-
peared in all three. Table 11 shows the overlapping. 
Table 11. Analysis of the OVerlapping of the Records 
of the Forty~two Offenders in the Attendance 
Office, the Juvenile Court, and the First 
District Court of Essex 
Offices OVerlapping and Number of 
Frequency of Appearance 
of Individuals · 
Individuals 
li J r!' 
Attendance Office once and 
Juvenile Office more than once 1 
Attendance Office and Juvenile 
Court more than once 1 
Attendance Office more than once 
and ~irst District Oourt once 1 
Attendance Office and First 
District Court more than once 1 
Per 
Cent 
l ~' 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
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~able 11. (concluded) 
Offices Overlapping and 
~requenoy of Appearance 
of Individual a 
(1) 
Juvenile Court once and 
First District Court more 
than o~oe 
Juvenile Court more than once 
and First District Court once 
Juvenile Court and First Dis-
trict Court once 
Juvenile Court and First Dis-
trict Court more than onoe 
Appearing in only one office 
Total 
Numb•r of Per 
Individuals Cent 
(2) (3) 
1 2.4 
2 4.'1 
1 2.4 
6 14.3 
28 66.6 
42 100.0 
Fourteen, or 33.4 per cent. appeared in more than one 
office and 28, or 66.6 per cent, appeared in only one. More 
appeared more than once in the Juvenile Court and the First 
District Court than any other combination or frequency. 
Table 12 pointe out that those individuals appearing 
in Attendance Office more than once have a lower I.Q. However 
the number being so small caution shoul.d be used in drawing 
conclusions. The average mental age o'f those appearing .· onoe 
is 9 years and 8 months and of those appearing more than 
once is 9 years and four months. 
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Table 12. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.'a of 
Those Appearing in the Attendance Office 
Once and of Those Appearing More tban Qnce 
Number lumber Appearing 
I.Q. Appearing more than 
once once 
(1) ( 2) ( 3) 
80 - 82 3 0 
77 - 79 1 1 
'14 - 76 1 3 
'11 - '73 1 1 
68 - '10 0 0 
65 - 6'1 0 1 
Total 
Mean I.Q. 78 '14.5 
Standard 
Deviation 0 3.75 
In Juvenile Oourt those individuals having more than 
one appearance bad a lower I.Q. than those having only one 
appearance. !his is shown in TabJ.e 13. 
TabJ.e 13. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.•a of 
Those Appearing in Juvenile Oourt Once 
and of Those Appearing More than Once 
Number Ap- Number Appearing 
I·~· ;pearing once more than once fl ( 2) (3) 
81 - 85 1 1 
76 - 80 2 4 
'71 - 75 1 2 
66 - 70 1 2 
61 - 65 0 3 
56 - 60 1 1 
Total 6 13 
Mean I.Q. "/5.5 73.6 
Standard 
Deviation 8.15 '7.45 
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The average mental age of those appearing once is eight 
~~ years and eleven months while that of those appearing more 
than once is eight years snd ten months. However, the differ-
\ 
I 
ernce in I.Q. and mental age is too small to attach any sig-
nificance to the difference of those appearing once or more 
than once. 
More appeared in the First District Court whose I.Q. was 
below 70 than those whose I.Q. was above. Table 14 points 
this out. 
There 
Table 14. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.'s of 
Those Appearing in the First District 
Oourt Once and Those Appearing More than 
Once 
lumber lp- Number Appearing 
I.Q. ;2earinf Once more than once 
l!} U! l!J 
79 - 83 2 1 
'14 - 78 6 2 
69 .:. 7-3 1 4 
64 - 68 0 2 
59 - 63 3 2 
54- 58 1 1 
49 - 53 0 0 
44- 48 1 0 
Total 13 !~ 
Mean I.Q. 6~.~ ~l).5 
Standard 
Deviation 8.8 6.9 
seems to be no siginificant difference between those 
having one appearance and tho sa having more than one appear-
- ance. The average . mental age of those having appeared once 
ia 9 years and 3 months and of those appearing more than once 
the average mental age is 8 years and 8 months. 
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Table 15 shows the 49 charges recorded in Juvenile Court 
against the 19 offenders in detail. 
.. 
Tabla 15. Charges Recorded in Juvenile Court 
against the Nineteen Offenders 
Offense 
(1) 
Larceny 
Breaking and Entering, 
Daytime and Larceny 
Use of Auto without Authorit.J 
Breaking and Entering, 
Night time · ancl Larceny 
Breaking and Entering, 
Night time with Intent 
Malicious Mischief 
Assault 
Violation of Pro~ation 
Arson 
Assault and Battery 
Breaking and Entering, 
Daytime with Intent 
Ci ~ Ordinance 
Fraud 
Habitual School Offender 
School Absentee 
Stubbornness 
Trespass 
!ruanc;y 
Violation of P~ole 
Total 
15 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
49 
The most frequent charge is larceny. Breaking and 
entering with its several technical phases appears next. 
Only the one case of truancy is due to the fact that many 
truancy cases do not reach the court but are disposed of 
in the office of the Attendance Officer. 
Table 16 shows that the majori~ of boys had one or 
two chargee recorded against them in the Juvenile Court. 
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Table 16. Number of Charges Recorded Against 
Each of the Nineteen Boys in 
Juvenile Oourt 
Number of Number of Total 
Oh.ar~es l! Ba~s 
r ' 
r ~ J 
7 ~ 14 
6 0 0 
5 0 0 
4 2 e 
3 3 9 
2 6 12 
1 6; 6 
Total !9 49 
A like number, six, had only one and two charges. 
Two boys had as many as seven charges recorded against 
them. All but six were recidivists. 
Table 17 shows the 51 charges recorded in the First 
District Court of Essex County against the 26 offenders in 
detail. 
Table 17. Charges Recorded in the Firat District 
Court of Essex County Against the Twenty-
five Offendere 
Offense 
ll) 
Drunkenness 
Larceny 
Violating Auto Ordinance 
Breaking and Entering, 
Night time and Larceny 
Assault 
Breaking and Entering, Night time 
Escape 
Operating without a License 
Use of Auto without Autbority 
Number 
of Charges (2) 
12 
10 
5 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
~ 
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Table 17. (concluded) 
Offense 
(1) 
Violating City Ordinance 
Allowing Use of Uninsured Auto 
Breaking and Entering, 
Night time with Intent 
Careying Weapon 
Lewdness 
Malicious Mischief · 
Non-support 
Violating Parole 
Total 
Number of 
Ohar,es (2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
51 
The most frequent charges of drunkenness and larceny 
- the number of each being 12 and 10, respectively. Viola-
tions pertaining to autos are the next most frequent charges. 
In the First District Court the ma~orit.J of individuals 
(13) had only one charge each recorded against them. 
Table 18. Number of Charges Recorded Against 
Each of the Twenty-five Individuals 
in the Firat District Court of 
Essex County 
Number Number of Total 
of Charges Individuals 
(l) (2) ( 3) 
9 l 9 
8 0 0 
7 0 0 
6 o. 0 
5 1 5 
4 0 0 
3 4 12 
2 6 12 
1 13 13 
Total 25 51 
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One individual had as m5n7 as nine charges recorded 
against him. The most number of charges recorded against 
the larger portion was three. Almost 60 per cent of the 
group were recidivists. 
Table 19 shows the disposition of the charges recorded 
in the e~~para.te courts together with their combined total. 
Table 19. Disposition of the ~orty-nine Charges in 
Juvenile Court and of the ~ifty•one Charges 
in the ~irst District Court of Essex County 
Disposition 
(1) 
Juvenile First Fer 
Court District Total Cent 
Court (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Continued 3 0 3 3 
Dismissed 3 2 6 6 
Filed 6 8 14 14 
Fined 0 12 12 12 
Held for Grand Jury 0 3 3 3 
Institution, feebleminded 2 0 2 2 
Institution,mental 0 1 1 1 
Institution,reform 11 7 18 18 
Not Guilty 0 1 1 1 
Probation 13 2 16 15 
Released o 6 6 6 
Sentenced {Jail) 0 1 1 1 
SUperior Court 0 1 1 1 
SUspended 2 1 3 3 
SUspended with _,..9 ____ 6.---~..,.;l;r.,6:.-__.;;;;;1~6-
probation Total 4§ 51 lOO lOO 
The tendency in Juvenile Court seemed to be to place 
the offender on probation rather than to commit him to an 
institution. Including suspended sentence with probation, 
there are 22 oases of probation. In the First District 
Court the most frequent disposition was a fine. However , 
in both courts combined the tendency leaned heavily towards 
6'7 
,_, 
'I 
probation. Three cases went to a higher court . 
In regard to the parentage of court offenders Cutts 
!I 
and Moseley say, 
"For eign parentage is thought by some .t o be 
connected with t he high rate of criminality 
among the first gener ation of immigrant stock. 
This rate is paralleled by the figures on 
nationality reported for the children listed 
a s misbehaving by the teachers' diaries." 
However , the findings shown in Table 20 seem to be 
slightly at variance with this opinion. 
Table 20. Parentage of the Forty-two Offenders 
l?lace of Per Both 
Birth l!'ather Per Cent Mother Cent · Parents 
r 'I' r rz J l3l (4} l5' l ~' 
American 2 4.8 10 23.8 19 
l!'oreign 10 23.8 2 4.8 11 
Per 
Cen t 
l '1 ' 
45.2 
26.2 
Twelve, or 28.6 per cent, had at least one parent wh~ 
was foreign born. The like number and per cent had at least 
one parent who was American born. However, of the former, 
10, or 23.8 per cent, were fathers and 2, or 4.8 per cent, 
were mothers; of the latter, 2, or 4.8 per cent, were 
fathers , and 10 or 23.8 per cent, were mothers. More of-
fenders had both parents American born (19, or 45.2 per 
cent) t han those who had both parents foreign born (11 , or 
26.2 per cent). It woUld seem, then, that parentage has no 
direct bearing upon criminality. 
1/ Norma E. Cutts and Nicholas Moseley, Practical School 
~iscipline and Mental Hygiene, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, 1§4r:-p. 131. 
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5. Leisure Time Activities 
The leisure time activities were compiled from those 
mentioned as engaged in by the eighty individuals inter-
viewed. The number of these activitiee ·and the participa-
tion ~y the group are given in table 21. 
Table 21. Frequency Di stribution of the Number of 
Leisure Time Activities Reported Engaged 
in by the Eighty Individuals Interviewed 
Number of 
Activities 
(l) 
9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
Not specified 
Total 
Number of 
Individuals 
( 2) 
1 
3 
12 
13 
12 
.8 
5 
1 
3 
22 
BO 
l'er Cent ( 3) 
1.3 
3.7 
15.0 
16.3 
15.0 
10.0 
6 .. 3 
1 .3 
3.7 
27. 4 1oo.o 
The major ity, or 37, engaged in from five to seven 
different activities.. Twenty-two, or 27!4 per cent, men-
tioned no leisure-time activity. Some claimed they had 
no time snd others said they did just nothing. Six of 
the 22 were in institutions. Fifty-eight,then,mentioned 
some leisure-time activity. 
Table 22 shows the general classification of the 
leisure-time activities. 
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Table 22. Frequency Distribution of the Leisure Time 
Activities of the Fifty-eight Boys Claiming 
Such Activities 
Activity 
(1) 
Sports 
Music 
Television 
Hobbies 
Reading 
:r.~oviea · 
Radio 
Clubs 
Musical 
Instruments 
Dancing 
Number of 
Individuals ( 2) 
58 
39 
39 
36 
34 
28 
27 
14 
12 
3 
Per 
Cent 
( 3} 
100.0 
67.3 
67.3 
62.1 
58.6 
48.3 
46.6 
24.1 
20,.7 
5,2 
Jl The entire fifty-eight, or 100 per cent, were active 
I' in some sport either as e. spectator or as e. participant 
(see tablea! ). Television and music were the next most popu-
lar activity- 39, or 67.3 per oent,engaging in each. Dancing 
was the least activity engaged in for only three, or 5.2 per 
cent, mentioned this activity. 
Table 23 shows the nature of the clubs mentioned by 
14 individuals. 
Table 23. Nature of the Clubs of the Fourteen 
Individuals Belonging to Clubs 
Nature 
o:f Clubs 
(l) 
Social 
Sporting 
Religious 
Service 
Number o:f 
Individuals 
. ( 2} 
6 
6 
4 
1 
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Tbree of the 14 individuals held membership i n t wo 
clubs . Of the six belonging to sporting clubs, two were 
members of an atbletio club, one was a member of a boating 
club, and another was a member of a skating club. 
Fourteen different hobbies were engaged in by 36 in-
dividuals. Table 24 presents this data. 
Table 24. Kinds of Activities Recorded by the 
Thirt.T-six Boys Raving Hobbies 
Hobby 
(1) 
Woodworking 
Crafts 
Drawing 
Dancing 
Mechanical (general) 
Camera 
Electrical 
Mechanical (auto) 
Painting 
Collecting stamps and Coins 
Gardening 
Playing Records 
Sleeping 
Veterinary 
Total 
Number of 
Individuals {2) 
8 
5 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
36 
Those hand activities predom~~ in the program 
of special classes eeem to be favored by the greatest 
number of individuals . These activities in the order 
of the number claiming them are (1) woodworking, eight, 
(2) crafts, five and (3) drawing , three. 
None of the twenty-eight individuals whose past time 
was the movies went more than twice a week. Only six of 
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them went less than once a week. The remaining 22 went at 
least once a week. 
Table 25 shows the types of music preferred by the 39 
individuals who mentioned music as a leisure-time activity. 
Table 25. Kinde of Music Enjoyed by 
the Thirty-nine Boys Who 
Liked Music 
Kind of 
Music {1} 
Popular 
Classical 
All. kinds 
Opera 
Hill Billy 
:Polk Songs 
Hawaiian 
Polka 
Bands 
Concert 
Number of 
Individuals ( 2) 
2'1 , 
6 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
The majority, or 2'1 preferred popular music. Five 
individual.& bad no preference and stated that they liked 
any kind as long as it was music. Several enjoyed more 
than one kind of mueie. 
The playing of a musical instrument was enjoyed by 
12 individuals as a leisure-time activity. Table 26 shows 
the kind of instruments and the number of individuals play-
ing them. 
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Table 26. Kind of Musical Instruments Played 
by the Twelve Individuals Who 
Play Musical Instruments 
Kind of 
Instrument 
(1) 
Harmonica 
Fiano 
Drums 
Accordion 
Bugle 
~otal 
Number of 
Individuals ( 2) 
4 
4 
2 
1 
l 
12 
As many play the piano as play the harmonica. Those 
who played the harmonica said that they learned how to do 
so while in eohool. Many admitted that they played by ear. 
The number of individuals who like radio overlaps the 
number who like television. Some like both. Table 27 
shows the types of programs enjoyed on both. 
Table 27. Kinds of Programs En~oyed by the Twenty-
seven Radio Listeners and the ~hirty­
nine Television Watchers 
Kind of Number of 
Program Radio Listeners 
{l) (2) 
Amateur 0 
Comedy 0 
Drama l 
Gang Busters 1 
Murder Stories 2 
Music 3 
Mystery Stories 3 
News 1 
~iz 0 
Science 0 
Soap Opera 2 
N'lllllber of 
Television 
Watchers {3) 
2 
a 
4 
0 
4 
3 
3 
0 
1 
1 
2 
?3 . 
Table 27. (concluded) 
Kind of 
Program 
(1) 
Sports 
Talent Scout 
Western 
No preference 
Number of 
Radio 
Listeners (2) 
1 
0 
4 
12 
Number of 
Television 
Watchers ( 3) 
8 
1 
3 
8 
Comedy and sport programs are the predominating ones 
enjoyed on television and western programs have the most 
listeners on radio. It did not matter to twelve radio 
listeners and eight television watchers what was on. 
Table 28 shows the nature of the reading enjoyed by 
34 individuals. 
Table 28. Nature of Reading Material of the Thirty-
four Boys Who Like to Read 
Nature of 
Readinf Material ( ) 
Newspapers 
Books 
Fiction 
Comics 
Adventure 
Classics 
Machinist 
Medical 
Sports 
Magazines 
Nllmber of 
Individual a 
7 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Total ( 3) 
30 
18 
16 
The majority, 30, read the newspaper. Several read 
more than one type of material. Some expressed a desire 
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that they would like to be able to read better. 
Table 22 showed the number of individuals engaged in 
sporte while Table 29 shows the kind of sports and the num-
ber of individuals engaging in them either ae spectators or 
as participants. 
Table 29. Kind of Sports Engaged in as Spectator 
or as Participant, by the ~ifty-eight 
Individuals · 
Kind of Nttmber of As Parti- As Spec-
SJ2ort Individuals eiTs.nts tators 
rr' l!J 31 l4} 
Baseball 1'1 5 14 
Basketball 2 1 1 
Boxing 6 0 6 
Bowling 4 4 0 
Fishing 8 8 0 
lnying 1 1 0 
~ootball 23 0 23 
Golf 1 0 1 
GJ'l!l 2 2 0 
Hooke,- 5 0 5 
Hunting 1 1 0 
Riding 3 3 0 
Roller Skat- 1 • 1 0 
ing 
sailing 3 3 0 
Skating 2 2 0 
Skiing 2 2 0 
Softball 1 1 0 
SWimming 4 . 4 0 
Tennis 2 2 0 
Wrestling 3 0 3 
Sports 3 0 3 
Two individuals liked to play baseball as well as to 
watch it. The majority (4~) preferred to be spectators at 
group sports and participants in all others. Football is 
the favorite sport. Three have no preference but like sports 
in eneral. 
I 
I 
6. Economic Findings 
The retarded group seemed to have the tendenoy of 
being migrat01'7• This is brought out in !able 30 which 
shoWIJ the number of address changes of the group studied. 
~able 30. Frequency Distribution of the Number 
Number of 
of Address Changes of the One R1llldred 
and l!'our Boys in the Study 
Changes of Address 
Number of 
Individuals ( 2) Per Cent ( 3) (1) 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
'1 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
21 
33 
18 
10 
8 
6 
5 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
20.2 
31.'7 
1'7.3 
9.6 
'7.6 
4.8 
4.8 
1.0 
1.0 
1,0 
o.o 
o.o 
1~0 
The 2l,_or 20.19 per oent, that show no obange of 
address are living at the same address as recorded on the 
records in the school files. At least one change of ad-
dress is shown by 33,or 31.'7 per cent. One each show as 
many as seven, eight , nine and twelve address changes. The 
group in general shows considerable moving about. 
fable 31 shows the relationship tbat exists between 
the individuals studied and those with whom they make their 
jl home. 
II 
I 
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Table 31. Relationship o~ the Eighty Boys Inter-
viewed to Tbose with Wbom They Live 
Relationship 
(1) 
Parents 
OWn' Rome 
Institutions 
Brother and Wife 
Aunt 
l!'riends 
Grandmother 
Self 
Wife 1 e Parents 
Total 
lumber 
of Boys {2) 
36 
32 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
so 
Per Cent ( 3) 
43,6 
40.0 
"1 :.-s 
2.4 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 1oo.o 
Four of the married group do not have their own homes. 
Two of them make their home with their parents, one with his 
wife's parents and one with his brother and hie wife. The 
majority (43,6 per cent) make their home with their parents. 
In determining the economic status o~ the homes that 
classification as devised by Rollingsheai(,in Elmtown's 
Youth, was used. ~ose who were at the ver.y top of the 
social and economic ladder were placed in the first category. 
In the second category were placed those next lower. They 
did not have as much as the first, but yet were highly re-
spected. The categories descended each one lower than the 
next above until the fifth was reached. In this category 
were placed the very lowly in social position and affluenoe. 
Po Augnst B. Hollingshead, Elmtown' s Youth, Jobn Wiley and 
one, Ino., New York, 1949, Obipter 5. 
1 77 
i 
I. 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
~is classification was applied to those interviewed 
in this stu~. Table 32 presents this classification. 
Table 32. Classification of the Eighty 
Individuals Interviewed According 
to Hollingshead~s Scale 
Classification 
Number of 
Individuals Per. Oent 
(l) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Total 
(2) 
() 
3 
51 
21 
2 
ao 
(3) 
0 
3.7 
67.5 
26.3 
2.5 
100.0 
The majority, or 67,5 per cent, were found to be 
average. !hnee, or 3.7 per cent, were slightly better 
than average. They had new homes and their income was 
more than sufficient for their needs. Two, or 2.5 per 
cent, seem merely to exist, and their existence was amidst 
dirt and filth. 
Table 33 shows the ability of the group to support 
themselves. 
Table 33. Extent to Which the Eighty Boys 
Interviewed SUpport Themselves 
Extent of 
Self-Support {1) 
Entirely 
Partially 
Not at all 
Total 
Nmnber of 
Bole Per Cent ( ) ( 3) 
57 71.3 
14 17.5 
9 11.2 
ao ioo.o 
?8 
Fifty~seven, or 71.3 per cent of the group are entire1y 
se1f-supporting. Thirteen of the 14 who are partially self-
supporting receive room and board when not working. The 
other one, though he does not 1ive with his parents, period-
ically receives cash from them. Tbree of the nine individ-
uals who are not self-supporting are not able to work. They 
are,therefore,dependent upon their parents. The remaining 
six are in institutions and since their families can not 
help t o support them, they are dependent upon the community. 
Some of those individuals who are self-supporting not 
on1y support themselves but help to support others. Tab1e 
34 shows the number of those contributing to the support of 
others. 
Table 34. Number of the Eighty Individuals 
Who Contribute to the SUpport of 
Others 
Contribute (l) 
Directly 
Indirectly 
Not at all 
Total 
Number of 
Individuals (2) 
43 
1B 
19 
80 
Per Cent (3) 
53.8 
22.5 
23.7 1oo.o 
Forty-three, or 53.8 per cent, contribute direot1y 
to the support of others. Included in this number are 
the married men. Five of the 43 are the sole support of 
their parents. The 18, or 22,5 per cent, Who contribute 
indireot1y, do so through the paying of roam and board. 
? 9 
I 
I 
·!j 
. I . 
1 
80 
Tbree individuals own their own homes. One has built 
on those who own care. 
Table 35. Data on Care OWned by Ten Individuals 
Year Number of 
of Car Individuals 
(l) ( 2) 
.. 
1946 1 
1940 2 
1939 1 
1.938 1 
1937 1 
1936 3 
1930 l. 
Total 16 
lmke of N'Dlllber of 
Car Individual a ( 3) ( 4) 
Chevrolet 3 
Dodge 2 
Chrysler 1 
l'ord 1 
LaSall.e 1 
Packard l. 
Plymouth 1 
16 
I 
Cost Number of I 
of Car Individuals (5) (6) I 
$50-100 3 
1.00-200 4 
200-300 1 
800-900 l. 
over 1000 1 
lO 
through finance companies. The money for the oar in the 
on e exception was had through a family loan. 
"'I. Parentage · 
The question of foreign parentage of a group of retarded 
children, it would seem, is . dependent upon . the community in 
Which such a stud)" as the present one is made. Those commun-
ities Which have a heavy foreign population would have a 
tendency to have more foreign born parents. Table 36 gi vee 
the extent to Which foreign parentage prevails in the group 
studied. 
Table 36. Birthplace of the Parents of the One Hundred 
B.nd Four Boys in the Study 
Per Per Both Per 
Birthtlaoe l!'ather Oent Mother Cent Parents ·:cent ( ) (2) (3) ( 4) (5) (6) {7) 
.America 52 50.0 68 55.8 44 42.3 
Canada 32 30.8 26 24.0 20 19.3 
England 1 1.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 
Ireland 2 1.9 3 2.9 2 1.9 
Ital;y 9 8.6 8 "'t . rJ 8 v.v 
New Brtmswick 1 1.0 1 1.0 1 1.0 
Nova Scotia 1 1.0 3 2.9 1 1.0 
Polan! 3 2.8 4 3.8 3 2.9 
SWeden 1 1.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 
Turkey 2 1.9 2 1.9 2 1.9 
Total 104 1oo.o 104 1oo.o 81 78. 
Fifty per cent of the fathera and 65.8 per cent of 
the mothers are American born. Canada produced 30.8 per 
cent of the fathers and 24 per cent of the mothers. Ital;y 
produced the fewest - 8.6 per cent of fathers and 7.7 per 
cent of the mothers. The majority of both parents .42.3 
81 
1: 
!I 
per cent. were born in America. Both parents were born in . 
Canada for 19.3 per cent and in Italy for 1.1 per cent. 
~or 78 per cent of the gr~up both parents were born in the 
same country. More parents were born in America than in 
any other country. 
Table 37 shows the relationship of the nationality 
descent of the parents with the boys. 
Table 37. Relationship of the Hationalit,r Descent of 
the Parents of the One Hundred and Four Boys 
with That of the Boys ~amselTes 
lfationa11tj Per Per Both Per 
Descent Father Cent Mother Oent Parents Cent Bois 
11 J l!J l!J li J nn l~J r'IJ r ' 
American 10 9.6 14 13.5 10 9.6 52 
English 14 13.5 11 10.6 8 7.7 2 
French (Canadian) 54 51.9 48 46.1 44 42.3 32 
Indian 0 o.o l leO 0 o.o 0 
Irish a '·7 13 12.5 5 4.7 2 Ita1ian 9 8.6 8 7.1 8 7.1 9 
Polish 4 3.8 4 3.8 3 2.9 3 
Scotch 3 2.9 2 1.9 1 1.0 2 
SWedish 1 1.0 l 1.0 0 o,o l 
!urkish l 1.0 2 1.9 l 1.0 1 
Total !~i !l5l5.l5 !~4 1l50 . ~ B~ '1~.§ !l5i 
Table 31 shows that the nationality descent of the 
Per 
Cent 
r~n 
50.0 
1,9 
30.8 
o.o 
1.9 
8.6 
2.9 
1.9 
1.0 
1.0 
10(5.(5 
parents tends to run closer than their birthplace as shown 
in Table 36. The majority of the fathers,51,9 per cent, 
of the mothers, 46.1 per cent, and of both parents, 42.3 
per cent, are of lrench descent. This is in keeping with 
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the composition of the population of the community. There 1 . 
are more fathers (13.5 per cent) of Engl~sh descent than 
English mothera (10.6 per cent). American mothers (13.5 per 
cent) exceed Americ8P fathers (9.6 per cent). Mothers of 
Irish descent (12.5 per cent) exceed fathers of Irish descent 
(7.7 per cent) by 4.8 per cent. These all exceed the fathers 
(8.6 per cent) and mothers(7.7 per cent) of Italian descent. 
It can be seen from Table 35 and 36 that birthplace 
and nationality descent are not necessarily determining fac-
tors of the source of mental.1y retarded children. Rather, 
it would appttar that where there is the larger population 
of any one nationali 't7 descent there, also. will be fotmd 
the greater number of deviates. 
~e nationality descent of the boys is largely Amertcan 
(50 per cent). Those of Jrenoh extraction number 32, or 30.8. 
per cent. Those of Italian extraction come next with 8.6 per 
cent- far below the above-mentioned two. Those of Turkish 
and Swedish extraction aocount for 1 per cent each. 
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CHAPTER V 
EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL DATA 
1. Educational 
The intel1igence quotient o:f the group studied ranged 
from imbecile level to that of borderline or dull normal. 
Table 38 abows the distribution of the I.Q. 
Table 38. Yrequenoy Distribution of the 
I•Q. 's of the One Itundred and 
Four Bo~s Selected for Study 
(1) 
85 - 89 
80 - 84 
'15 - '79 
'10 - '74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
65 - 59 
50 ... 54 
45- 49 
40- 44 
35 - 39 
Total 
Mean I.Q. 
·standard 
Deviation 
Number 
of Boys 
(2) 
8 
9 
2'1 
18 
14 
14 
8 
3 
l 
1 
1 
104 
76.7 
10.1 
The range of the I.Q.'s is from 36 to 88. The great-
est number fall between '75 and '1'7. Of the three at the 
bottom two are in the state school and the other one, I.Q. 
36, is being oared for by his parents and is being given 
special instruction. It is believed that in time the boy 
.. 
migbt be able to earn scmethi~ by performing some simple task. 
In an article in Ungraded it is said:"••• children too 
defective to learn to read and to spell are in many instances 
able to be self-supporting." 
Table 39 shows the chronological ages of the boys at the 
time of the study. 
!able 39. Frequency Distribution of the Ages 
of the One R1mdred and Four Boys 
at the Time of the Study 
29-11 - 30 .... 10 
28-11 - 29-10 
2'1-11 - 28-10 
26-11 ... 2'1 .. 10 
25-11 - 26 ... 10 
24-11 - 2~-10 
23-11 - 24-10 
22-11 - 23-10 
21-11 - 22-10 
20-11 - 21-10 
19•11 ... 20-10 
18-11 - 19•10 
1'1-11 - 18-10 
Total 
Mean Age 
Standard Deviation 
Numb$r 
of Bozs {2) 
2 
5 
9 
'1 
12 
'1 
9 
12 
9 
8 
12 
8 
4 
164 
24 yre. 
l month 
2.98 
The chronological ages at the time of the study ranged 
from 18 years and 3 months to 30 years and 9 months. The mean 
age is 24 years and 1 month. There are 12 individuals each 
between the ages of 25-11 to 26-10, 22-11 to 23-10 1 and 19-11 
to 20-10. 
!/ , ~ental Defectives as a Social Asset." 
Ungraded (February, 1921), 6,:97-120. 
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Table 40 shows the chronological ages at which the boys 
in the stud7 entered special class. 
Table 40. Frequency Distribution of the Chrono-
logical Ages at Which the One Hundred 
and Four Boys Entered Special Class 
14-11 - 15-10 
13-11 - 14-10 
12-11 - 13-10 
11-11 - 12-10 
10-11 - 11-10 
9-11 - 10-10 
8-11 9-10 
'1-11 - 8-10 
6-11 - '1-10 
5-11 - 6-10 
Total 
Mean C.A. 
Standard 
Deviation 
Number of 
Indivi duals (2) 
13 
23 
1'1 
1'1 
10 
5 
7 
7 
4 
1 
104 
6 mos. 
Table 40 points out the fact that more were -admitted 
to special class who were over 12 years of age than under. 
It would seem that they were held too long in the regular 
grades to show much improvement after being admitted to 
special class. The chronological age range_s from 6 years 
7 months to 16 years 10 months with a mean age of 12 years 
6 months. 
Table 41 shows the number of years each of the group 
spent in special class. 
I 
I 
II 
II 
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~able 41. ~retuency Distri)ution of the Number 
of Years Spent iD Special Class of the 
One Rundrec!. and Four Boys 
Yeara in 
Special Class 
(l) 
9 - 10 
8 9 
'I -- 8 
6 -- 7 
5 -- 6 
4 -- 5 
3 -- 4 
2 -- 3 
1 -- 2 
0 -- 1 
~otal 
Mean Nmnber of Years 
Standard Deviation 
Number of 
Bo~s (2 
1 
1 
3 
6 
15 
13 
13 
21 
28 
3 
164 
3 zears 
1.6 
The majority spent from one to five years in special 
class. One was in special clase for nine years. The time 
in special class for the group ranges from one month to 
eight years and four months. The mean number of years 
spent in special class was three. 
The majority of special class children seem to leave 
school at the age of sixteen. 
8'7 
1: 
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Table 42. Frequency Distr ibution of the One 
Htu'ldred and Four Boys According to 
Age on Le ving School and the Number 
of Years Out of School 
Number of Number Number Number -
Years OUt m1cler 16 at 16 over 16 Total 
r~q l!J 131 fiJ C5} 
16 (1936}i/ 0 3 0 3 
14 (193'7) 1 5 1 '7 
13 (1938~ 0 6 0 6 
11! (1939 1 8 0 9 
11 (1940) 1: 5 1 '7 
10 (1941) 0 5 1 6 
9 (1942) 1 10 0 11 
8 (1943) 0 8 0 8 
'7 (1944 0 4 2 6 
6 (1945~ 1 7 0 8 
5 (1946 0 8 1 9 
Total 5 6§ ~ S<5 
a 
The figures in parentheses refer to t he years 
these boys left school. 
., 
Sixty-nine, or 86 per cent, left school at the age of 
16. Only 80 boys are included in Table 42. · Of the remaining 
24, eleven were transferred to regular grades; eight were 
transferred to schools outside the city ; one was transferred 
to a state institution; one was committed to the State for 
p~acement; one was committed to a correctional institution; 
one w s wi thdraw:n and given home instruction; and one was 
withdrawn as n~t a fit school subject. 
Sixteen boys continued their education after leaving the 
Center School. Table 43 shows the nature of the s~hool and 
the length of time spent in them. 
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Table 43. Nature of School and Length of Time 
Spent by the Sixteen Boys Who ContiJlued 
in Sohool after Leaving the Center School 
Nature of 
School 
(l) 
Evening 
High 
u.s. Service 
Vocational High 
Art 
Beverly Trade 
Coyne's Electrical 
Engineering 
Lynn Vocational 
Private ·· 
Total 
Number of Boys and -
Length of Ttme in Months 
1 3 4 10 l2 24 (2) (3) {4) (5) (6) (7) 
1 1 1 
1 2 1 
2 
1 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Total 
{8) 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
J: 
16 
The three boys who went to High School had been trans-
ferred to the regular grades While at the Center School. 
The length of time spent in these other schools ranged from 
one month to 2 years - the average length of time being _10.4 
months. 
Table 44 shows the mental ages of the average group 
while at the Center School. 
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Table 44. Frequency Distribution of the Mental Ages 
of the One Hundred and Four Boys While at 
the Center Sehool 
Mental Age (Years and months) 
(1) 
11-6 - 11-11 
11-0 - 11- 6 
10-6 - 10-11 
10-Q - 10- 6 
9-6 - 9-11 
9-0 - 9- 6 
8-6 - 8-11 
a-o - a- 5 
7-6 - '1-11 
'1-0 - '1- 6 
6-6 - 6-11 
6-0 - 6- 6 
6-6 - 5-11 
Total 
Mean Mental Age 
Standard Deviation 
Number of 
Bole ( 2 . 
6 
4 
6 
19 
11 
31 
12 
3 
2 
6 
1 
2 
1 
164 
9 years 
4 months 
11.15 
The majority have mental ages .ranging f rom 8 years 
and 6 months to 10 years and 5 months. The mean mental age 
is 9 years and 4 months! The range of mental age for the 
group is from 5 years and 8 months to 11 years and 10 months. 
Table 45 shows the number of years of mental retarda-
tion of those boys who completed their formal education at 
the Center Sehool. 
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Table 45. ~requenoy Distribution of the Number of 
Years of Mental Retardation of the Eighty 
Boys Who Completed Their Formal Eduoation 
at the Center Sohool 
Years 
Retarded (1, 
8 - 9 
'1 - 8 
6 - '1 
5 - 6 
4- 5 
3- 4 
2- 3 
1 - 2 
Total 
Mean Years 
Retarded 
Standard 
Deviation 
Number 
of Boys ( 2, 
1 
4 
'1 ', 
11 
15 
16 
19 
8 
80 
4 years 6 mos. 
1,65 
The years of mental retardation of the group range 
from 1 year and 3 months to 8 years and 8 months. The 
majority of the boys are from 2 to 5 years retarded. The 
mean number of years of mental retardation is 4 years and 
6 months. 
The retarded group seem to aobieve a higher level in 
aritbmetio than in reading. Table 46 presents the level 
of aohievement of the group and points out this faot. 
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Table 46e Frequency Distribution of the Grade 
Level of Achievement in Reading and 
Aritbmetic of the Eighty Boys Who 
Completed Their Formal Education at 
the Center School 
Grade Level 
(1) 
Primer 
One -Low 
Middle 
High 
TWo - Low 
Middle 
High 
Tbree- Low 
Middle 
High 
Four -Low 
Middle 
High 
Five -Low 
Middle 
High 
Six - Low 
Middle 
High 
Total 
Number of B~s 
Readingithmetio (2) . (3) 
8 
12 
7 
0 
3 
4 
., 
5 
3 
4 
5 
6 
3 
2 
2 
9 
0 
0 
0 
80 
0 
0 
1 
3 
3 
2 
4 
6 
11 
14 
9 
5 
8 
7 
5 
0 
2 
0 
0 
80 
Thirteen achieved beyond the fourth grade level i n 
reading while only one more achieved beyond that level in 
aritbmetic. However, the tendency of the group wae to do 
r 
better i n arithmetic t han in reading. Low sixth grade was 
the highest level achieved in ~itbmetio whereas high fifth 
was achieved i n reading. 
Grade six level seems to be t he highest level attained 
by the retarded group. Table 47 brings out this fact. 
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Table 47. Frequency Distribution of the Grade 
Level Attained of the Eighty Boys Who 
Completed Their Formal Education at 
the Center Scbool 
Grade Level 
(1) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
"6 
Total 
Average 
Grade Level 
Number 
of Boys 
( 2) 
8 
12 
26 
18 
13 
3 
ao 
Per Cent (3) 
10 
15 
32.5 
22.6 
16.3 
3.7 1oo.o 
Very few boys (only 3) attained grade six.. Twenty 
boys did not go beyond grade two. The average grade level 
attained is 3.3. It would seem that material for special 
classes should be prepared with the above data in mind . 
2. Vocational 
Eighteen of the eighty boys interviewed claimed that 
they had attained their vocational goals. Six boys had not 
attained their goals, while 56 had no goal. 
Table 48 shows the nature of the vocational goals of 
the 24 boys. 
93 
Table 48. Nature of the Vocational Goals 
Chosen by the Twenty-four Boys 
Nature of 
Vocational Goal 
t1) 
Work 
Meobanio 
Cabinetmaker 
Fruit dealer 
Rug cleaning 
Woodworking 
Work in theater 
Total 
Number of 
Bola (2 
14 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
24 
Since the occupations engaged in by 18 of the 24 boys 
are not fully in accord with the vocational goals claimed, 
the writer feels that this information is not too reliable. 
Seventy-four of the 80 boys worked at some time, while 
six had never worked. Of tbis siX, three are confined to 
institutions, one is in a sub~special class, and two entered 
military service before gaining any work history. 
Table 49 shows the method used by the group in securing 
employment, 
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Table 49. Nature of the Method Used in Securing 
Employment by the Seventy-tour Boys 
Who llad Worked or Are Now Working 
Nature of 
Method Used 
(1) 
Self 
Relatives 
Friends 
School officials 
Union agent 
United States 
Employment Service 
Total 
Number of Bo7s 
Emplo~g Method 
For Fi~ For Present 
Job Job 
(2) (3) 
43 32 
18 14 
9 9 
4 0 
0 1 
0 1 
74 57 
It is noted that for securing both their first and 
pr esent jobs the majority depended upon themselves. The 
next mo st frequent method wa..s through rel atives. Very few 
secured jobs t hrough school officials. It would seem then 
that the retarded group do not have much difficul ty in se-
curing employment~ 
Though there may be a close co~relation between t he 
occupations of the fa thers o# the boys interviewed and t he 
boys' occupations, it does not follow that t he boys ~allow ­
their fathers ~ occupations. ~he close correlation is due 
more to the nature of the work avail able in t he area. Tabl e 
50 shows t he occupations of the fathere a 
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Table 50. Nature of the Occupations of the Fathers 
of the Eighty Boys Interviewed 
Nnmber 
Occupation of Fathers 
(1) ( 2} 
Cabinet maker 1 
Carpenter 2 
Chef 1 
Contractor 2 
Deep sea diver 1 
Electrician 1 
Fireman 1 
Fisherman 1 
Fluorescent light 
Supervisor 1 
Fruit dealer 1 
Janitor 3 
Laborer 4 
Leather work 
Shoeer 1 
Unclassified 10 
Machinist 6 
Coou:pation 
llT 
Millwork (cotton) 
Cleaner 
Loom fixer 
Oiler 
Unclassi-
fied 
Painter 
Retired 
Leather 
Mill 
Not speci-
fied 
Sheet metal 
work 
Shoe work 
Counter 
moulder 
Unclassi-
fied 
Tannery work 
Truck driver 
Not stated 
Total 
Number 
of Fathers 
( 2) 
1 
2 
1 
9 
4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
11 
ao 
More fathers are leather and mill workers than any 
other type of worker. Seventeen boys either followed 
their fathers' occupation or a kindred one. 
Five mothers of the boys are working in the following 
occupations --(1) dishwasher, (2) office work, (3} sales 
woman, (4} seamstress, and (5) stitchers. 
The boys' occupations are quite varied. In fact, 
there are almost as many different occupations as there 
are boys working. Table 61 shows the occupations. 
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Table 51. Nature of the Oooupations of the 
Fifty-seven Boys Now Working 
Ocou at ion Occ"Q: ation 
Amusement 1 Shaver 2 
Pin boy 1 Shipping 
Construction 4 room 1 
Laborer 1 Stripper 2 
Mason 1 Toggler 1 
Mason's Wheelman 1 
helper 1 Maohine Shop 5 
:Painter 1 Laborer 1 
Electrician's Lathe op-
helper 1 era tor 1 
Fruit dealer 1 Sheet . 
Furniture 1 . metal work 1 . 
Garage 2 Stook elk 1 
Mechanic 1 Tempering 
Helper 1 steel 1 
Grocery Mattress fac- 1 
helper 1 tory 
Hospital 1 Machine op-
Laundry boy l era tor 1 
Janitor 1 Milllcotton) 4 
Lamp factory 3 Olea.:ner 1 
Fork truck Dofier 2 
driver 1 Main ten-
Unloading anoe 1 
conveyor 1 Publio Util- 1 
Laborer 1 ities 
Leather work 14 Main ten-
Cellar work 2 ance 1 
Embossing 1 Quarry 1 (helper) Driller's 
Flushing 1 helper 1 
Laborer 3 Restaurant 4 
Dish~sher 1 
Kitehen 
helper 1 
Short order 
cook 2 
(conoluded on next page) 
Table 51. (concluded) 
Shoe worker 
Counter 
mouJ.der 
Cutting room 
Dinker 
Elevator op-
erator 
Floor boy 
Springs(ftl.rni-
ture) . 
Machine op- ; 
era tor 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
6 
1 
Ocou ation 
. Television 
Installer 1 
Truck driver 
Delivery boy 1 
Tube factory 
Floor boy 1 
Mainten-
ance 1 
Total 
1 
1 
2 
5'1 
The boy Who worked in a fUrniture warehouse did finish-
ing, rug laying, and drove a truck8 More worked in leather 
factories than in any other place of employment. It seems 
that the boys obtained work wherever employment was avail-
able. The chief concern of the group was getting work. 
Forty-three of the boys were satisfied with their work. 
The reasons given in order of f requency are (1) money good, 
(2) like it, (3) advancement, and (4) nothing else. One 
was satisfied with his work because it was quiet and he 
wasn't bot hered. 
The other 14 b.oys were dissatisfied because (;t.} they 
would like a better job, (2) there was no future, (3) there 
was not enough money, or (4) the work was hot and sweaty. 
The contention that "the more education one has the 
more money one is able to make" would not seem to fit some 
of·the boys in the study. Table 52 shows the earnings of 
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those working. 
Table 52 .. Frequency Distribution o'f the Salaries , 
with and without Deductions, of the 
Fifty-seven Boys Working 
WithOut Deductions With Deductions 
Sa.lrz l! 
Number of Bozs 
l2J 
Number of Bozs 
l3J 
#66 and over 9 2 
61 65 3 3 
56 60 9 5 
51 56 10 'I 
46 -- 50 12 8 
41' -- 45 3 16 
36 -~ 40 4 'I 
31 - - ·: 35 1 2 
26 -- 30 5 1 
21 -- 25 1 6 
Total . !5'1 !5'1 
Mean pay $48.50 $ 42.35 
Standard 
deviation 12.0 11.45 
The largest number of boys received between $41.00 and 
$45.00 per week. One boy is a ma.son and works for his father 
who is a centraotor. He was seldom without work. His pay 
averaged $90 a week. Re bas made as high as $111. The 
salaries of the group range from $23 to $90 a week. 
Nearly half the seventy--four boys went to work directly 
after leaving school. ~or those Who did not the length of 
time elapsing before receiving their first job ranged from 
2 weeks to 2 years. The average length of time idle during 
this period was 3.1 months. The war years, no doubt, aided 
many. The amount of time lost between jobs ranged from 2 
weeks to 1 year. The average amount of time lost was 2.4 
months. This information was given to the beet of the boys• 
i 
Jl_ 
ability to remember. 
Many of the 74 boys who had worked at some time had 
several jobs and did not spend much time on any one. Table 
63 shows the length of time spent on each job. 
Table 53. Frequency Distribution of the Length 
of !ime Spent on Each Job by the 
Seventy-four Boys, Who Had Worked 
Length of Time 
in Years (1) 
7 and 
6 
5 -
4 -
3 -
2 -
1 
over 
yt 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
0 - 1 
Total 
Average time 
Number 
of Boys (2) 
1 
1 
3 
3 
8 
5 
31 
22 
1 year and 9 
months 
The length of time on each job ranged from 3 months 
to 11 years. ~e average time for the group is 1 year and 
9 months. Nine boys are still working on their first job. 
They have received many advances in position and salary 
since they first began. 
Very few boys admitted that they were fired from their 
jobs. Table 54 gives a swmmar.y of reasons stated. 
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Table 54. Nature of the Reasons Sixty-six Boys 
Gave for -Getting through on Their 
l!'ormer Jobs 
Nature of Reason {1) 
1!'or more money 
Military service 
No work 
Better job 
Work seasonable 
Didn't like the work 
Fired 
Health 
Closed down 
OWn business 
Reduced personnel 
Number of Boys ( 2) 
18 
1'1 
10 
6 
5 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
The most prevalent reason given for getting through 
on a job was that they changed jobs for more money. Four 
admitted that they were fired. It is quite probable that 
some of the reasons given in Tabl e 54 have no object ive 
validity. ~e reasons, for the most part, are f r om the 
viewpoint of the individual. 
Table 55 shows the number of j obs held by each of the 
'14 boys. 
Table 55. l!'requenoy Distr ibution of the Number 
of JoQs Held by Each of the Seventy-
four Boys Who Had Worked 
Number 
of Jobs 
'1 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
Tot al 
_ V-,Elrs.ge N--Q ~-:Lj ob s 
l'd r_' tc .... i I.J i..L~ ~1u• lY 
Number 
of Boys 
3 
13 
12 
1 4 
10 
8 
1 2 
tt; 
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The majority (49 ) bad from three to six jobs. Two had 
as many as eight jobs. Three of the 12 who had only one 
job are now in institutions. The remaining nine are still 
on their first job. The average number of jobs for the 
group is 3.9 jobs. 
The ?4 boys who had worked have been employed in 22 
different occupations. 
Table 56 shows these occupations. 
Table 56. General Classification of the 
Occupations of the Seventy-four 
Boys with Work Records 
Occu: ation 
Amusement and Lamp, radio and 
Recreation 5 television 
Automobile Laundry 
service 6 Leather manu-
Baking products 1 factur ing 
Boot and shoe 16 Machine shops 
Cleaning,dyeing Mattress and 
and pressing 5 bedspring 
Clerical 16 Miscellaneous 
Construction 6 Odd jobs 
Domestic service 2 Personal serv-
Furniture 3 ice 
Helpers 34 Restaurant 
Laborers 56 Textile 
Truck driver 
Total 
., 
The principal occupation engaged in by the '14 
are l aborers, helpers , and leather workers. These 
8 
2 
25 
3 
4 
4 
19 
9 
20 
10 
2 
255 
boys 
oc-
cupations. apparently , have the greatest turnover in 
workers. 
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Table 57 presents an analysis of the occupations in 
detail. 
Table 57. Detailed Analysis of the Occupations 
of the Seventy-four Boys with Work Recor ds 
Amusement and 5 Construction 6 
recreation Carpenter 1 
Caddie 1 Mason 2 
Orchestra 1 :Painter 1 
:Pili boy 1 Truck man 2 
Usher 2 Domestic ser- 2 
Automobile serv- 5 vice 
ice Utility 
Assistant man- man 2 
ager (filling Furniture 3 
station} 1 Cushion 
Maintenance 1 filler 1 
Mechanic 2 Finisher 1 
Station at- Linoleum 
tendant 1 layer 1 
Bakery Products l Helpers 34 
Doughnut Bakery 1 
maker l Battery 
Boot and Shoe 16 plant l 
Counter mold- 4 Brass 
er foundry 1 
Dinking ma- Candy 
chine op- factory l 
era tor 2 Carpenter 1 
Elevator op- Chrome 
era tor 3 plating 1 
Floor boy 4 Coffee 
Heeler 2 shop l 
Painter sole 1 Cotton 
Cleaning,dyeing 5 mills 2 
and pressing Driller 1 
:Pick-up man 3 (quarry) 
Presser 2 Electri-
Clerical 16 oian 1 
Delivery 5 Florist 1 
Sales 4 Game fac-
Stock 7 tory 2 
Glazier 1 
-~--=-=== 
Table 57. (continued) 
Ocou ations 
(1) 
Helpers 
Leather 
Num er 
of :Do s 
( 2) . 
Counter 1 
Embossing 
machine 2 
Lumber oamp 1 
Machine shop 4 
Mason 3 
Mechanic 4 
Sheet metal. 3 
work 
aste paper 1 
salvage 
Laborers 
CJ.eaning and 
repairing 
sporting 
goods equip-
ment 1 
Construction 2 
General 14 
Leather 
factory 14 
Mattress 
factory 3 
Shoe factory 20 
Stock room 
lamp fac-
tory 2 
Lamp, radio 
and television 
Floor boy 1 
Fork truck 
driver 1 
Installer, 
television 1 
Maintenance 2 
Sprayer 2 
Unloader,con-
veyor 1 
Lattndry 
La1llldry boy 2 
(hospital) 
Total 
·(3) 
56 
8 
Occu ations 
{1) 
Leather manu-
Num er 
of Bo s 
(2) 
Total. 
(3) 
facturing 25 
Cellar hand 3 
Embossing 
machine op-
erator 1 
Flusher 2 
ID).nger 2 
Mixing tank 
filJ.er 1 
Sanding machine 
operator 2 
Shaver 2 
Split seasoner, 
hand 3 
Staker 1 
Stripper 4 
Togg1er 1 
Wheelman 3 
Machine shop 3 
Lathe opera-
tor 2 
Tempering 
steel. 1 
Mattress and 
bedspring 4 
Coiling 
machine op-
erator 2 
Roll edge 
machine 
operator 2 
Miscellaneous 4 
Fo:z: boy 1 
Fruit 
dea.J.er 1 
Janitor 2 
Odd jobs 19 
Christmas 
trees 5 
Distrib-
uting 
circulars 3 
Handy man 4 
Snow removal 7 
1.05 
Table 57. (concluded) 
Number 
Occutation of BOlB Total 
l J nn · l3' 
Personal service 9 
Bell hop 3 
General helper 3 
Shoe repairman 1 
Shoe shine 2 
Restaurant 20 
Bus boy 14 
Counter ma.n 2 
Kitchen helper 2 
Short order cook 2 
Textile (cotton mil1) 10 
Doffer 3 
Maintenance 1 
Oil spot washer 1 
Oiler 1 
Trucker 4 
Tra.ok driver 2 
Light 2 
Total 255 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. General Summary 
One bnndred and four boys were selected for atu~ by 
means of the random sampling technique as stated in Chapter 
III. That some years contain more individuals than others 
is due to the fact that a school population is not constant 
from year to year. The information gathered was obtained 
from the records in the school office. The Attendance Office, 
the First District Court of Essex County, juvenile and adult 
records and through personal interviews. The data obtained 
through the personal interview should be viewed in the light 
of the source -the individual concerned. That information 
which was objective and could be verified was spot checked 
by the writer and found not to vary radically, if at all, 
from that obtained from the interviewee. No definite con-
clusion,however, can be drawn from that information which 
is subjective. 
Since the data in this stu~ or, in fact, in any stu~, 
are of a definite period and since the economic conditions 
are not constant, these data, then, merely may point towards 
a central tendency and, therefore, cannot be considered final 
or conclusive. With this thought in mind the writer presents 
the findings in the following summary. 
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2. Social Findings 
1. At the time of the study 73.1 per eent made their 
home in Salem. 
2. Fifty-four and seven tenths per oent .were working 
and 8.7 per cent were in military service. 
3. The intelligence quotient ranged from thirty-six 
to eighty-eight with a mean of 70.7. 
4. The ·Obronological age span was from 18 years and 3 
months to 30' years and 9 months with a mean age of 24 years 
and 1 month. 
5. Of the 80 interviewed, 33.7 per cent served in 
World War II; 11.3 per cent are now in service. 
6. Of the eighty, 23.7 per cent were :rejecte.d. 
7. The mean I.Q.- of those now serving is ·76.9 and 
of those who had served, 71.35. 
a. Both parents of 42.3 per cent were American born, 
35.7 per cent were foreign born; 22.1 per cent had one par -
ent foreign born. 
9. The nationality descent of the group was largely 
American (50 per cent} and French (Canadian) (30.8 per cent). 
10. The nationality descent of the parents was chiefly 
French (Canadian) (42.3 per cent). 
11. Fortysfive per cent of the 80 boys were married. 
There was one divorce and one separation. 
12. There were 33 children out of 38 marriages. 
1.07 
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13. All but 20.2 per cent of the group showed at least 
one address change. One per cent showed twelve address changes 
14. Fifty per cent live With relatives. Forty per cent 
have their own homes, 7.5 per cent live in institutions, 1.3 
per cent live with friends, and 1.3 per cent live alone. 
15. All but 57 per cent are either Wholly or partially 
dependent upon their relatives or the community. 
16. Seventy-siB and three tenths per cent contribute 
directly or indirectly to the support of others; 23.7 per 
cent do not. 
17. Of the eighty, 1.3 per cent have cars. 
18. Sixty-seven and five tenths per cent of the homes 
were average; 3.7 per cent being above and 28.8 per cent be-
ing below average. 
19. Leisure~time activities were mentioned by 72.5 per 
cent. Some engaged in several activities. 
20. Sports, television, music, hobbies and reading were 
the chief interests. Football was the favorite sport. 
21. Of the one hundred and four, 40.4 per cent were 
found to be delinquent, 17.3 per cent being first offenders 
and 23.1 per cent recidivists. 
22. Of the 42 offenders, 66.6 per cent had records in 
one court and 33.4 per cent in more than one. 
23. The mean I.Q. of the offenders in 'all three offices 
was slightly lower for those appearing more than once than for 
---== 
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23. (continued) 
those appearing onoe. 
24. Fifty per oent of the fathers and 31 per oent of 
the mothers of the offenders were foreign born. 
25. Larceny was the principal charge in Juvenile Court 
while drunkenness and larceny were the principal charges in 
the First District Court. 
3. Educational Findings 
1. The O'hronologieal age at which the group entered 
the Center School ranged from 6 years and 7 months to 15 
years and 10 months. The mean age was 12 years and 6 months. 
2. The time spent in special class ranged from one 
month to eight years and 4 months. The majority, or 89~4 
per cent, spent from 1 to 6 years. 
3. Sixty-nine or 86.3 per cent left at sixteen. 
4. Sixteen went further in school. 
5. Mental ages ranged from 6 years and 8 months to 
11 years and 10 months. The mean mental age was 9 years 
and 4 months. 
6. Mental retardation ranged from 1 year and 3 months 
to 8 years and 8 months. The mean mental retardation was 
4 years and 6 months. 
7. The level of achievement attained was 3.3. 
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4. Vocational Findings 
1. out of eighty, 70 per cent had no goal. Thirty per 
cent claimed to have a goal and 22.5 per cent claimed to have 
attained their goal. 
2. The goal for 14 boys was merely to get out and go 
to work. 
3. The majority obtained their jobs without help. 
4. The type of occupation of the fathers, in the 
ascending order of numbers was skilled, semi-skilled, and 
unskilled. 
5. Forty-nine different occupations were engaged in 
by the 57 now working. 
6. The majority claimed satisfaction With their job 
because the money was good or they liked it. Only 11 were 
dissatisfied. 
7. Salaries ranged from $23 to $90 with a mean salary 
of $42.35, weekly, with deductions. 
a. The length of time idle before securing the first 
job ranged from 2 weeks to 2 years,; average length of time, 
3.1 months. 
9. Length of time between jobs ranged from 2 weeks to 
1 year with a mean time of 2.4 months. 
10. The average length of time spent on each job Was 1 
year and 9 months. Nine are still in their first job,- one 
as long as 11 years. 
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11. The reasons ~or the majority getting through were 
either ~or more money or for military service • 
12. The number o~ jobs held ranged from one to eight; 
the average number of jobs per boy was 3,9. 
13. Seventy-five boys held 255 occupations. In the 
descending order, according to numbers, the principal ones 
were laborers, helpers, leather work, restaurant work, odd 
jobs, clerical, and shoe shQp work. 
6. Conclusions 
The conclusions based upon the findings in this study 
have reference only to those individuals emanating from the 
Center School within a definite period. 
The majority o~ the boys seem to become well adjusted 
in time. Their adjustment was gained through experience. 
The principal thing recalled by the majority in their associ-
ation with the Center School was woodworking. Handwork and 
woodwork are special class majors. One born in Canada, and 
only able to speak French, learned to speak English. His 
intelligence was above special class level. Many wished 
that they had been given more academic work, but this may 
be due to retroep~ction • . Many did not care to have it known 
that they had attended the Center School. This is attested 
by write-ups in the local paper concerning men in service. 
In enumerating schools attended, no mention is made of the 
Center School. It wo~d seem from this tbat those who could 
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benefit were mixed with those whose prospects of benefitting 
were nil. It would seem that a more specific understanding 
of the individual needs should be had on placement in spec-
ial class. 
Intelligence was no barrier to military service. '.Three 
had been rejected through aptitude teste. Yet three had 
been accepted in World War II whose I.Q.!s were between 51 
and 60. 
Mental retardation is irrespective of nationality. 
Neither can it be attributed to the birthplace of the par-
ents. Where there is a majority of one there will be found 
the greater deviates. 
Though less than half were married, these marriages 
were quite stable. ~ere was only one divorce and one sep-
aration. One fact quite notable was the small number of 
children involved. Eugenics would have it that the mentally 
retarded are quite prolific. 
The majority were ae.~f-supporting. Home conditione for 
the most part were average. Few were very poor. 
All enjoyed leisure-time activities. They were many 
and varied. Though they seemed to be those of the moment, 
yet to some degree, no doubt, they all chose those which 
the individuals eared to pursue. One individual had re-
ceived a new power tool just before the writer's arrival. 
He was quite thrilled and proceeded to tell the writer all 
about it. He had been laying away money for some time for 
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its ~urchase. A program that would foster leisure-time activ 
ities should be develo~ed. 
It would seem from the number of offenders that the 
special class became the dum~ing ground for misfits and un-
desirables of the regular grades. As will be noted later, 
many were sent to special class at an age when their habits 
had been fixed. Thirty-three ~er cent of the offenders began 
their delinquency record as juveniles. Since the greatest 
number of charges were for larceny, it would seem that home 
su~ervision was quite lax. It is possible that through close 
cooperation of the school personnel, the home and the commun-
ity, much delinquency could be averted. Respect for author-
ity, respect for another's opinion, respect for another's 
propert.y- all must be taught from early childhood. 
That 6~.3 per cent entered special class between the 
ages of 11 years and 11 months to 15 years and 10 months, 
would seem to indicate that they were held in regular grades 
until it was no longer feasible to tolerate them. To profit 
by special instruction the child should be discovered at an 
early age, not when he is about to leave school. A general 
screening shoul·d be done in the ~rimary grades and those 
falling below a certain score given a more thorough cheek. 
There should be a uniform and systematic method of 
keeping recorda. Information on academic achievement should 
be uniform, consistent with the ~rogram and obtained period-
ica.lly at definite intervals. Pertinent information 
1.13 
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pertaining to their selection and placement in special class 
should be recorded and kept with their cumulative records. 
A conference of the personnel concerning the prospective 
applicants to special class should be held to discuss these 
applicants. 
The number of years that was spent in special class 
was dependent, in part, upon the chronological age at which 
they entered. Not much was gained by those who were near 
16 years of age. For them the special class became merely 
a detention class. Those approaching sixteen years of age 
Who are recommended for special class should not be ad-
mitted unless it could be determined to some extent that 
they would derive some benefit by attending special class. 
It was noted that the majority left at 16. Few went 
further in school. A program should, therefore, be devised 
which would give factual knowledge and vocational guidance 
to those who definitely would complete their formal educa-
tion in special class; yet, one which would not penalize 
those who might desire and who, with proper coaching, could 
be returned to the regular grades. 
Since some were lese than 2 years retarded, a more 
car eful screening should be given or sufficient reasons 
should accompany their records stating why they are being 
accepted for special class. 
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The majority of the group had no idea of what they wante 
to do; ~just work~ was the thought of those that did. Very 
little time was lost before the procurement of the first job • 
Many bad at least four jobs before settling in one. However, 
twelve are still on their first job;- one for as long as 11 
years. Most of them obtained work by their own efforts. Few 
are making less than forty dollars a week. The occupations 
engaged in are quite diversified. Leather work employed the 
greatest number. 
Since this is so, and since the occupations in and 
around Salem are many and diversified, it would seem that 
the best vocational guidance program would be one that would 
fit them not for a particular occupation in which the turn-
over might be small, but rather one that would prepare them 
for work in general. The program should be one that would 
teach them how to get and hold a job; the areas in which the 
possibilities of work are most probable; the ability that 
is required for different types of work. By such a program 
all could be given some help, not just a few. 
-=--~-o..===--== 
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Suggestions for Further Study 
1. Make similar follow-up study of a group under 
the present program. 
2. Make a study of the tum-over in oecupations 
followed by special class pupils. 
3. Compare the work history of a group of speeial 
class pupils with a group of non-special class 
pupils. 
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